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THE OBJECTS OF THE TRUST
The objects are set out in Clause 3 of the Trust’s Memorandum of
Association as being:
‘for the public benefit, the preservation, protection, development
and improvement of areas of land of botanical, zoological,
ecological, archaeological, historical or landscape interest or
beauty, by the acquisition by gift, purchase, or lease or
management by arrangement of downland, grassland, fenland,
woodland, agricultural land, common land and any other land
whatsoever.’

RESERVES
The Directors have set out their short- and medium-term objectives as
managing small areas of chalk downland in Sussex and Hampshire, and so
establishing a group or ‘chain’ of reserves. The five reserves presently under
management are at Buriton Down (Hampshire); Under Beacon, The Devil’s
Jumps, Heyshott Down and Heyshott Escarpment (West Sussex). The
Heyshott sites comprise part of a designated Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI). The Heyshott Down and Devil’s Jumps sites contain
Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM). All the reserves are within the South
Downs National Park.

1

MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the Trust is open to everyone who wants the satisfaction of
making a personal contribution towards the preservation of these small but
vital areas of traditional downland which are rich in plants and animals, but
which are under the relentless threat of extinction. Sponsorship of particular
sites or species would also be welcome, if feasible, and there is always
practical work to be done in the countryside for members who wish to be
more closely involved. No special knowledge is required. Members will be
kept informed of the Trust’s acquisitions, programmes and progress on a
regular basis. Except when conservation needs require an area to remain
temporarily undisturbed, access to the Trust’s sites will be available at all
times. Where land managed by the Trust remains in private hands, the Trust
encourages owners to allow public access, if it is reasonable to do so.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Individual member
Family membership
(please identify all those included)
Life membership, aged under 65
Life membership, aged 65 and over

£ 30
£ 47.50
£ 600
£ 300

Subscriptions are collected at two points in the year: on 31st March and 30th
September. Where a member joins between these dates their subscription
renewal date is the subscription date which follows the anniversary of their
joining. Membership applications should be sent to: Membership Secretary,
c/o Upper Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DL, cheques made
payable to The Murray Downland Trust.
DATA PROTECTION ACT
The Membership Secretary keeps contact and membership details of
members on a database on her computer. This information is held solely for
Murray Downland Trust purposes, and is not divulged to any other
organisations or individuals. Any member who has any concerns about these
arrangements should write to the Membership Secretary, c/o Upper
Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DL.
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DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES
The directors and trustees who held office during the period of this Report
were:
Gerard Charles Ryan

Bayleaves, Bepton, Midhurst, West Sussex,
GU29 9RB. (Retired Barrister)

Simon Charles Ward

Rogate Cross Cottage, Rogate, Petersfield,
Hants, GU31 5HN. (Chartered Surveyor)

Claire Norwood

6 Pains Road, Southsea, Hampshire, PO5 1HE.
(Chartered Accountant)

John Girdlestone Murray

Upper Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex,
GU29 0DL. (Retired Director)

Michael Edwards

Lea-side, Carron Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex,
GU29 9LB. (Ecologist)

Nicholas Sherwin

Heyshott Farmhouse, Leggs Lane, Heyshott,
Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 0DJ. (Solicitor)

Michael Hadley

13 Austens, Heyshott, West Sussex GU29 0DW.
(Retired Mechanic)

Robert Windle

Forge Cottage, Church Hill, Midhurst, West
Sussex, GU29 9NX (Chartered Surveyor)

Mr. Robert Windle was appointed and Mr. Nick Sherwin was reappointed at
the Annual General meeting held on 19th October 2016.
Mr. Michael Edwards, Mrs. Claire Norwood and Mr. John Murray were reappointed at the Annual General Meeting held on 18th October 2017.
Mr. Michael Hadley, Mr. Simon Ward and Mr. Gerard Ryan were reappointed at the Annual General Meeting held on 17th October 2018.
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Company Secretary and Treasurer
Mrs. Claire Norwood

6 Pains Road, Southsea, Hampshire,
PO5 1HE. (Chartered Accountant)

Professional advisers
During the year, the Trust benefited from the knowledge and professional
advice of the following specialists:
Mr. Graeme Lyons MSc

(Botany and Invertebrate Zoology)

Mr. Mark Taylor MA MIFA

(Archaeology)

Reporting Accountant
Goodale Mardle, Chartered Accountants, Greens Court, West Street,
Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9NQ, have kindly agreed to act as Reporting
Accountant in relation to the Trust’s financial affairs.
Bankers
Lloyds TSB Bank plc 5 The Square, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3HL.
Annual Report Editors
Gerard Ryan

Bayleaves, Bepton, Midhurst, West
Sussex, GU29 9RB.

Jack Izatt

39 Harberton Crescent, Chichester,
West Sussex PO19 5NY
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EDITORS’ NOTE
Although published in the Autumn, this annual report formally relates to the
year which ended last March. So it does not cover the remarkable summer
that we have just enjoyed. However, it does cover a period during which we
passed the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Trust's foundation on 19th
November 1993. As we allowed the date to slip by without comment or
celebration, it can only be concluded that our focus remained steadily on
more permanent matters, of course including grassland management. The
latter follows a normal pattern, involving grazing regimes which in turn
require secure boundaries. On our open downland reserves, this entails the
installation and usually maintenance of robust fencing. The Chairman, in his
report, refers to the relatively new 'Clippex' fencing which we are adopting.
This allegedly long-lasting system is expensive but effective and it needs to
be treated with respect. As noted in last year's report, some of it was
damaged by careless tractor driving but this fencing has more than fulfilled
expectations. We hope that its use will also substantially reduce costs over
time. The Trust is, by no means, an enthusiastic fencer but grassland
normally needs a grazing regime and our downland areas need to be grazed
to survive. We do not have the manpower for repeated erection and
dismantling of temporary fencing on our substantial sites.
As site managers, we have not yet succeeded in filling the management gap
at our small Buriton site. If any member would be interested, or knows of
someone who might be interested, in the not very demanding task of
managing a small but attractive (and almost private) hillside wildlife area,
then please tell the Chairman or any Trustee so that our only Hampshire site
is not lost.
In its early days the Trust successfully organised various events for members
including meetings and visits. Although our social side has largely lapsed,
Work Parties organised by John Murray are a continuing success, suggesting
that there may also be scope for more relaxed activities, particularly during
the summer.
The Trustees look forward to meeting members at the Annual General
Meeting to be held at 6:45 p.m. in the Cobden Hall, Heyshott, on October
16th 2019.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Nicholas Sherwin

In 2018 the Trust announced that the West Dean Estate had granted us new
leases over our Under Beacon and Devil’s Jumps reserves until 2061 and
that this, combined with discussions with the Cowdray Estate for an
extension of the leases over our two Heyshott reserves, provided us with the
confidence to finalise a new management plan. Our stewardship programme
has now been agreed with the Rural Payments Agency, covering a 10 year
period for the Heyshott reserves (in accordance with Rural Payments
Agency practice governing common land) and a five year period for the
Under Beacon and Devil’s Jumps reserves. Our discussions with the
Cowdray Estate continue positively, with the possibility that we may be
able, in 2020, to increase the priority land under our management, including
some notable new plant species.
We approach the next decade therefore with confidence in our management
approach and with the prospect of an income stream which can enable us to
invest for the future. We reported last year that the historic use of chestnut
fencing had proved unsatisfactory (an experience shared with many others
across the South Downs experiencing rot-off owing to interaction with the
chalk) and we faced a need to switch to robust metal ‘Clippex’ fencing,
adapting expertise from the Antipodes. This programme has begun well,
with fencing completed on Under Beacon and Devil’s Jumps. There was a
six month hiatus in grazing whilst the National Trust sourced a new stock
manager, but we are pleased to report that grazing is now back on track and
the new fencing is proving its worth. Our accounts show the cost of that
investment, an expense which we see continuing for the next two years as
we turn to re-fencing our Heyshott reserves, but offset to some extent as our
new stewardship agreement comes into effect.
We face a significant additional challenge as we move forward, owing to the
onset of ash dieback disease. This disease has progressed greatly in the last
two years, and initial projections that up to 95% of the country’s ash trees
may be affected appear to be justified. The disease leads to a tree’s death and
may lead to safety issues, particularly where honey fungus is also present,
increasing the risk of branches falling. Many landowners in Sussex are
having to address the safety issues arising as a result of this disease and we
are already seeing significant clearances of ash trees in the county. We have
begun our own assessment of the issues arising for our reserves and are
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Several of the large Ash on the Heyshott Escarpment are showing symptoms of Ash
Dieback Disease.

taking full cognizance of the public advice which is being made available on
this topic. Whilst we are, compared with many landowners, fortunate that we
do not have responsibility for significant numbers of mature ash trees in
areas of high footfall, we anticipate that we will face a need to fell some
trees and we will endeavour to do this in a way which is as sympathetic to
the landscape as possible. We are budgeting for the expense arising. In the
meantime, we advise all our members and the wider public to take particular
care when walking on any areas on our reserves where ash is present and
routinely to avoid walking beneath diseased branches.
We continue to monitor the progress of target species on our reserves.
Graeme Lyons delivered our 2018 Annual Talk outlining the results of his
2017–18 plant survey work on our reserves. Graeme has since provided his
completed survey to the Trust; if any member would like a soft copy of this,
please would he or she email me at nick.sherwin@me.com. Graeme’s work
confirmed the vast array of flora on the reserves. He identified 354 species,
including eight of conservation status – five orchid species (Greater
Butterfly Orchid, Marsh Fragrant Orchid, Musk Orchid, Fly Orchid and
White Helleborine), together with Juniper, Round-headed Rampion and
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Hound’s Tongue. Over 1000 Marsh Fragrant Orchids and over 250 Musk
Orchids were counted. The scarce liverwort ‘jungermannia atrovirens’ was
located and the rare rose-moss ‘rhodobrynum roseum’ was found to have
spread as a result of recent management practice. We continue to have
particular regard to the needs of notable species on our reserves, and are
pleased to report new sightings of Bee Orchid on Under Beacon, Tree Pipit
on Devil’s Jumps and Pearl-bordered Fritillary on Heyshott Escarpment
showing the success of our multi-species approach to management. Duke of
Burgundy butterfly numbers remain good, whilst perhaps not reaching the
highs of recent years.
We intend to continue to seek advice from Graeme and from our friends at
Butterfly Conservation to assist our management for the benefit of priority
species - we are grateful for the particular recognition provided to our
reserves in the splendid atlas ‘The Butterflies of Sussex’ written by Michael
Blencowe and Neil Hulme and published by Pisces Publications. We are
pleased at the success of the Heyshott ‘orchid walks’ we have held in June
2018 and 2019 in conjunction with the cream teas provided by the PCC of St
James Church, Heyshott and we hope to continue this initiative in 2020,
bringing our rare orchid populations to a wider audience.
Meanwhile, we are beginning to liaise with the South Downs Park Authority
to consider the wider public benefit issues arising from our reserves. With
this partly in mind, we welcome local historian Sue Edwards to give our
2019 Annual Talk, putting our reserves in the wider historical context of our
wonderful local landscape. We hope that in due course we will be able to
progress a public education programme in relation to our reserves which will
place the ecological issues in their human context. Our landscape has been
shaped by humans and a degree of continued human intervention will be
needed to preserve it.
Our stewardship and membership income was again supplemented by the
generosity of Philip and Jean Jackson in hosting a splendid garden event for
the benefit of the Trust. Philip kindly displayed his wonderful sculptures in a
beautiful setting and was available to share his expertise and experiences
arising from his life as the nation’s premier sculptor, with visitors coming
from across West Sussex and beyond to support the Trust. We are most
grateful to all those who provided plants for sale and assisted on the day,
and to The Reverend Linda Robertson and to the owners of Milestone
Garage Cocking who kindly provided car parking.
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We are also most grateful to all our volunteers without whom the Trust could
not exist. We would be delighted to welcome all additional volunteer support
and should be grateful if all our members would continue to bear us in mind
as they become aware of any individuals seeking to volunteer for a
worthwhile cause. We would particularly welcome additional volunteers for
our winter Heyshott work parties (these currently take place on Wednesday
mornings between October and March, but we are looking at the possibility
of introducing Saturday work parties); volunteers who can provide
assistance for the benefit our of one Hampshire reserve at Buriton (we are
grateful for the support of Andrew Bray, the freeholder of the reserve, in
providing grazing whilst we remain short of working party volunteers able
to assist in Hampshire); and volunteers who can provide IT and promotional
support to progress our website and enable us to bring our aims and
activities to a wider audience. We are introducing a programme of honorary
membership for our committed volunteer base.
Finally I must express my thanks to our indefatigable trustee board,
providing hundreds of hours of volunteer time each year for the love of our
environment and its bio-diversity. We are most fortunate to have a board of
trustees which combines huge experience across environmental issues, biodiversity covering invertebrates, botany and ornithology, farming practices,
estate management, reserve management, supplies and maintenance,and
legal and accounting issues and much more. All is needed.
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RESERVE REPORTS
Buriton Down

Mike Edwards

As reported last year, the ongoing management of this Reserve is under
some doubt with the resignation of our long-standing volunteer Reserve
Manager David Petche. Several attempts have been made to find a
replacement solution to this and we have settled, eventually, for asking
Andrew Bray, the farmer, whether he can help with grazing the site. This has
been agreed and Buriton will be grazed by his sheep at the end of July. After
this we need to have a look and see what other management needs to take
place and whether we are in a position to undertake this.
Underbeacon

Mike Edwards

Last year, due to needing the fencing work completed, we were not able to
do an early summer graze but had to be content with cutting half the reserve
with a flail. This year, however, we have been able to graze, following this
by a mow of the worst bramble areas. By doing these operations one after
the other the amount of cut vegetation dropped onto the turf has been greatly
reduced. Indeed, with the stock remaining on site during the mowing, this

This section of the grassland at Underbeacon was not cut to help control bramble last
year, the cattle and sheep are not at all bothered by the mower but find it saves them
the bother of cutting the grass themselves!
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‘dropped’ vegetation was even further reduced, an excellent outcome all
round.
The grass is reducing in vigour and density over large parts of the site and
we recorded the first Bee Orchid, Ophrys apifera alongside numerous
Pyramidal, Anacamptis pyramidalis and Spotted, Dactylorchis fuchsii
Orchids. A single plant of Harebell, Campanula rotundifolia, several plants
of Common Milkwort, Polygala vulgaris and quite a few of Salad Burnet,
Sanguisorba minor provided a welcome expansion of our known plant list
for the site.
As reported last year, we have
taken an approach of
deliberately enriching the extant
flora by means of spreading seed
taken from our other downland
reserves, or areas close to them.
This seed was sown into both
areas of finer turf and onto the
bare ground scrapes created last
year. Noticing germination in the
established finer grasses is a
distinctly difficult task; much
more straightforward to find
small seedlings in the bare
ground scrapes. Here we have
small plants of Vipers Bugloss,
Echium vulgare, Mignonette,
Reseda lutea, Horseshoe Vetch,
Hippocrepis comosa, Kidney
Vetch, Anthyllis vulneraria and
Wild Carrot, Daucus carota. It Bee Orchid at Underbeacon - the first for the
may take a couple more years
Reserve.
before seed sown directly into
the grass becomes visible as flowering plants.
I also tried planting out plug plants of several species, including Cowslip,
Primula veris and Devil’s-bit Scabious, Succisa pratensis into the bare
ground. Here a combination of extended drought this spring and hungry deer
thwarted me: every plant was eaten off, pulled out of the ground and
discarded on the scrape. Not worth it!
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We will be collecting seed from the same kinds of plants later this year for
more ‘in field’ sowing in the Autumn, hopefully after a second graze from
the National Trust stock.

Devil’s Jumps

Mike Edwards

At the start of our new Stewardship agreement we applied for a grant to
remove all the tree stumps left from the initial plantation clearance some ten
years ago. This was to make subsequent cutting management to control
bramble much more readily achieved. The work was duly carried out during
January and February, with a huge pile of ripped-out stumps made at one
end of the Reserve. The visual impact of this work surprised everyone, we
had considered this to be an open landscape, with little interference from the
stumps: we were mistaken! The real benefit was when the worst bramble
areas came to be cut. Now there are no ‘hidey-holes’ around stumps and a
more complete cut can be achieved. In order to protect the heather areas
from an inappropriate cut all the patches we could find were marked with a
post knocked securely into the ground.
As with Underbeacon, a graze by the National Trust stock preceded the work
and only half of the total area was cut. Due to the late grazing many flowers
will be later in showing this year, but the overall outcome will be worth it.

Devil’s Jumps, Winter 2019. During the grubbing out of the old stumps.
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Devil’s Jumps - the cleared area after cutting the bramble, missing the heather clumps
which are marked by the posts.

Heyshott Down

Mike Edwards

Although we have the requisite permissions to re-fence the SSSI and the
Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) we are still waiting for permission
from the Forestry Commission to fell a 3m strip of the plantation which
abuts hard onto the SSSI and even crosses the SAM in places. We are
grateful to the Cowdray Estate Woodlands Manager for helping with this but
he has many other calls on his time — especially with the dramatic impact
of Ash Die-back on safety along roads and public paths, and we must wait
our turn. Those sections of fencing outside the felling area are, however,
being re-fenced as this is being written.
To continue the bramble control management at Heyshott Down a half-area
cut has been carried out this year too. There are some areas where we felt
that the previous two-years’ worth of cutting had resulted in considerable
reduction in bramble, and other areas where bramble is becoming a clear
problem, so there is some difference in the areas being cut.
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Heyshott Down - a large bramble clump mown to reduce bramble into smaller patches,
described as drunken mowing by an American visitor.

At all the Reserves these areas are recorded on a cutting plan for 2019, so
that we know where we managed before planning next year’s cut. All cutting
aims to provide a variety of structural features in the grassland spread across
the site - described to me by a pair of intrigued American visitors I met at
Devil’s Jumps as ‘drunken mowing’. At both Heyshott Down and Devil’s
Jumps the ‘drunk’ had clear instructions to miss certain areas where it was
thought there was a Tree Pipit nest site. Mission accomplished, the Pipit was
seen to fly up at Devil’s Jumps the very next day.
Heyshott Escarpment

Mike Edwards

All our fencing is failing at the same time, probably because most of it was
installed at about the same time, the exception to this being the very first
fences on the eastern side of the Escarpment. The posts here are treated with
tin-based preservative, which has now been phased out due to problems of
leaching into water supplies. Never-the-less, even this is starting to fail and,
once Heyshott Down fencing is completed, our attention must turn to the
complex and demanding task of dealing with fencing on the steep slopes of
the Escarpment.
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Needless to say, this will also be based on metal posting - with a 30 year
guaranteed life, much better than the 7-9 years we are getting from chestnut
in most situations. This lack of effective fencing means that grazing has
been delayed here too; most grassland management has relied on the heroic
efforts of the Trust’s volunteers, led by Mike Hadley and John Murray. A
spectacular area on the eastern side was cut, raked up and burnt over the
winter.
We shouldn’t overlook, however, the management provided by walker’s
shoes. Whilst regular heavy walking pressure kills everything — the cliff
path to Seven Sisters from Seaford being a striking example of this — a
little, occasional treading, such as the lesser-used paths on the Escarpment
can be a good management tool, keeping the more strongly growing species
in check and allowing space for less competitive species to show. Close by
the path past the reservoir on the western escarpment is, this year, a goodsized clump of one of our rarest downland plants at Heyshott — Roundheaded Rampion, Phyteuma orbiculare and, for the first time which I have
noticed on the reserve, a single plant of the showy Greater Knapweed,
Centaurea scabiosa, certainly one to try and spread seed of at Underbeacon.
Prize for tenacity under footfall — indeed even an absolute requirement for
it — must go to the tiny liverwort Jungermania atrovirens which was

This tiny liverwort, Jungermania atrovirens, grows on damp, exposed chalk. The steps
up the steepest part of the Escarpment provide good habitat for it.
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growing on the damp chalk towards the inside of the steps going up the hill
on the eastern side. It needs to be on rock and damp, something which
several important mosses and liverworts at Heyshott require. Keeping areas
of bare, damp chalk is rather a challenge, so thank goodness for visitors!
On the general theme that it never rains but it pours: your Trustees are now
considering what the Trust should do about Ash Dieback. For several years
we have been looking at the Ash on the Reserve and thinking ourselves
lucky that we seemed to be escaping - not any longer! Large sections around
the Shoot Ride (between the eastern and western spurs of the Escarpment)
are seriously affected, as are several large trees on both spurs. The issues
are:
Diseased trees may pose a danger to visitors to the reserve as they start
dropping dead branches.
Diseased trees are best removed before the disease has taken a serious hold
as such trees become very dangerous, even impossible, to fell the further the
disease progresses.
There will be some trees which are resistant to the infection and we want to
conserve these, without compromising the safety of visitors and contractors.

The Juniper is one of the accepted scrub members, much of the remainder of the scrub
in this photo needs to be removed to safeguard the grassland which is the main desired
habitat on the Escarpment.
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The site is very difficult to work and removal of timber felled for safety is
not possible or practicable in many places.
Felling trees may be expensive,
especially on the steepest slopes.
Some off-setting through sales of
firewood may be possible, but this
assumes that the wood can be
moved easily to a collection pointnot always practicable.
This problem is not going to go
away any time soon; much of the
established landscape of the
western South Downs scarp will
be changed through the loss of
most of the Ash, in a similar way
that the Sussex Coastal Plain
landscape changed during Dutch
Elm disease fifty years ago. We
will get used to this - indeed over
half the current inhabitants of
Sussex have never seen the
coastal plain differently - but
during the change it may be quite
uncomfortable. The recent
clearing along the Midhurst to
Chichester road has generated
much understandable, but poorly
considered, negative comment: we
must be prepared to justify our
actions as we deal with the
situation.

Last year we published a picture of this
Whitebeam tree on the western spur of the
Escarpment (24th Report, page 12). It was
apparently in good health, despite the severe
infestation of Mistletoe. This year the stress
from all the Mistletoe has overcome it.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Garden Event May 2019

Naomi Barnett

Once again the Garden Event proved to be a great success, and raised nearly
£4,780 for the Murray Downland Trust’s funds. The plants on sale were
varied and of good quality. This is important because the potential buyers
are quite discriminating and knowledgeable.
Increasingly visitors seem to be attracted by the total offering, and do not
come just to buy plants. They are staying longer, buying coffee and cake
when they arrive and staying over the lunch period, enjoying not only Philip
and Jean Jackson’s beautiful garden but also the various events and stalls
provided by the Trust.
The parade of Sussex spaniels
was very popular as were
Philip’s conducted tours of his
sculptures, which he had placed
dramatically around the garden.
The bee-keepers’ stand, the
produce tent and a good quality
second-hand book stall were well
visited. As all the produce sold
very quickly, we need to provide
much more to sell so we hope
more members of the Trust will
bring home-made preserves,
fruit, vegetables and any other
home grown produce to the tent
on the day of the event.
We are always looking for new
ideas and would welcome
suggestions to make next year’s
One of the sculptures on Philip Jackson’s tour Garden Event, taking place on
Saturday 16th May 2020, even
of the garden.
better.
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The Trust would like to thank Philip and Jean Jackson warmly for their
generosity in sharing their garden with us. Visitors have told us how much
they enjoy wandering around the garden, relaxing, and enjoying the
beautiful views of the Downland escarpment. This seems to be one of the
main attractions for attending the Garden Event.

Part of the plant stall, supervised by one of Philip’s sculptures.

Heyshott Escarpment Winter Work Parties: Winter 2018/19.
John Murray
From October 1st until April 1st every Wednesday, we held work parties on
the two areas of the Escarpment. We are very appreciative of the people who
have given up 4 hours to work under quite difficult conditions strimming,
raking and burning up scrub arisings on the varied slopes and areas of the
Reserve.
Six days were lost to rain out of 27 days. Over the winter a total of 417
hours was worked giving an average of 3.31 working hours per work day.
Considering the slopes and the area cleared each time, the results of this
hard work, viewed from the top of Compartment Ten shows how much of
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the chalk grassland was cut by strimmers, the area raked and the arisings
picked up to be put on the bonfire site. This work was carried out by two
operating strimmers, two or three rakers collecting the arisings and taking
them to the burn site and one or two maintaining the fire burn. The team
support for the day was excellent and much enjoyed viewing the morning’s
work which, at lunch time, could be really appreciated. We probably still
have 50% of the area to be cut and cleared next winter as well as clearing the
central area of Compartment Three.

Looking across the grassland of the Escarpment from the east towards the west.
Keeping the grassland mostly clear of scrub is a major task.

We have already spent an afternoon walking Compartments Ten and Three
to consider next Winter’s work party objectives and the areas to be cleared.
We would very much appreciate extra numbers of volunteers on each work
party day as our Management Agreement, with Rural Payments Agency
support payments, is totally dependant on us continuing to maintain the open
areas. By working to achieve this we are recognised as having an
outstanding area in terms of diversity of plants, butterflies and birds. This is
confirmed by Graeme Lyons excellent surveys and detailed recordings
recently carried out.
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We are also very grateful for the support of the Chichester Volunteers who
give up four Sundays over the winter to work on hedge laying in the Combe.
In closing, special mention should be made of Mike Hadley who provides
his quad bike and trailer to take all the equipment up to the work sites for
every work party, Greg and Andy for ensuring that we have a good bonfire
to burn the arisings, Garry our volunteer from Butterfly Conservation and
Alan and Nick who provide the man power to strim, rake the cut areas and
bring the arisings to the fire. Without them, the Trust would not be able to
keep the open grassland areas clear of scrub and to maintain the beautiful
habitat of chalk grassland with its display of flowering plants and butterflies.

21

TREASURER’S REPORT

Claire Norwood

I am pleased to report on the financial statements of the Murray Downland
Trust for the year ended 31st March 2019.
The Trust continues to maintain a stable financial position, with assets at 31st
March 2019 of £260,928, the majority of which are invested to provide the
necessary annual income for the trust to undertake important conservation
work on the reserves.
Income for the year was £37,175 and expenditure was £46,009. The value of
the investments increased by £1,224 and hence there was a deficit for the
year of £7,610. This occurred as there was exceptional necessary
expenditure on the reserves this year which will have long term benefits.
The accounts were reviewed by Alain Mardle of Goodale Mardle, Chartered
Accountants of Midhurst and we are grateful to them for not charging a fee
for this review.

PHOTOGRAPHS
All the photographs, except those on pages 18 and 19, were taken by
Andrew Butcher and the Trust is grateful for his permission to publish the
photographs in this Annual Report.
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
TRUSTEES' REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
The Trustees present their report and financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2019.
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the accounts
and comply with the trust's governing document, the Companies Act 2006 and “Accounting and Reporting by
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance
with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1
January 2015)”
Objectives and activities
See Chairman's Report and reserve reports.
The Trustees have paid due regard to guidance issued by the Charity Commission in deciding what activities
the company should undertake.
Achievements and performance
See reserve reports.
Financial review
See Treasurer's Report.
It is the policy of the company that unrestricted funds which have not been designated for a specific use
should be maintained at a level equivalent to between six and twelve month’s expenditure. The Trustees
consider that reserves at this level will ensure that, in the event of a significant drop in funding, they will be
able to continue the company’s current activities while consideration is given to ways in which additional funds
may be raised. This level of reserves has been maintained throughout the year.
The directors have assessed the major risks to which the company is exposed, and are satisfied that systems
are in place to mitigate exposure to the major risks.
Structure, governance and management
The trust is a company limited by guarantee (no. 2873432) incorporated on 19 November 1993 and is a
registered charity (no. 1040076). The trust's objects are the preservation, protection, development and
improvement of land of specific interest or natural beauty. The trust achieves its objects with the help of
volunteers and paid contractors as necessary.
The Trustees, who are also the directors for the purpose of company law, and who served during the year and
up to the date of signature of the financial statements were:
G Ryan QC MA
S Ward FRICS
Claire Norwood BSc FCA CTA
J Murray CDA CDFM
M Edwards BSc FRES
N Sherwin MA LLM Solicitor
M Hadley
R Windle FRICS FAAV
None of the Trustees has any beneficial interest in the company. All of the Trustees are members of the
company and guarantee to contribute £1 in the event of a winding up.

The charity is administered by a board of 8 directors/trustees who meet approximately 8 times a year including
governance meetings and site visits. Under the Memorandum and Articles of Association, the charity has the
power to make any investments which the trustees see fit.
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
TRUSTEES' REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019

The Trustees' report was approved by the Board of Trustees.

..............................
N Sherwin MA LLM Solicitor
Trustee
Dated: .........................
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT
TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
I report on the financial statements of the company for the year ended 31 March 2019, which are set out on
pages 4 to 11.
Respective responsibilities of Trustees and examiner
The company’s Trustees, who are also the directors of The Murray Downland Trust for the purposes of
company law, are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements. The Trustees consider that an
audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an
independent examination is needed.
Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible for
independent examination, it is my responsibility to:
(i)
examine the financial statements under section 145 of the 2011 Act;
(ii)
to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under
section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and
(iii) to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
Basis of independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the
financial statements presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or
disclosures in the financial statements, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the financial statements present a ‘true and fair view’ and the
report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement.
Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(a) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
(i)
to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006; and
(ii) to prepare financial statements which accord with the accounting records, comply with the
accounting requirements of section 396 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and
principles of the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities;
have not been met or
(b) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the
financial statements to be reached.

Alain Mardle FCA
Chartered Accountant
Greens Court
West Street
Midhurst
West Sussex
GU29 9NQ

Dated: .........................
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
INCLUDING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Total
2019

Total
2018

£

£

£

£

6,103
21,806
9,266

-

6,103
21,806
9,266

6,265
4,131
10,254

37,175

-

37,175

20,650

46,009

-

46,009

23,536

46,009

-

46,009

23,536

1,224

-

1,224

(7,463)

(7,610)

-

(7,610)

(10,349)

Notes
Income from:
Donations and legacies
Charitable activities
Investments

3
4
5

Total income
Expenditure on:
Charitable activities

6

Total resources expended

Net losses/(gains) on investments

10

Net movement in funds
Fund balances at 1 April 2018

261,538

7,000

268,538

278,887

Fund balances at 31 March 2019

253,928

7,000

260,928

268,538

The statement of financial activities also complies with the requirements for an income and expenditure
account under the Companies Act 2006.
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 MARCH 2019
2019
Notes
Fixed assets
Investments
Current assets
Debtors
Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: amounts falling due within
one year

11

£

£

235,566

13

14

Net current assets
Total assets less current liabilities

Income funds
Restricted funds
Unrestricted funds

2018

£

15

£

234,342

13,302
14,362

40,640

27,664

40,640

(2,302)

(6,444)
25,362

34,196

260,928

268,538

7,000
253,928

7,000
261,538

260,928

268,538

The company is entitled to the exemption from the audit requirement contained in section 477 of the Companies
Act 2006, for the year ended 31 March 2019.
The Trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for ensuring that the charity keeps accounting records which
comply with section 386 of the Act and for preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the
state of affairs of the company as at the end of the financial year and of its incoming resources and application of
resources, including its income and expenditure, for the financial year in accordance with the requirements of
sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to
financial statements, so far as applicable to the company.
The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year in
question in accordance with section 476.
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies
subject to the small companies regime.
The financial statements were approved by the Trustees on .........................

..............................
Claire Norwood BSc FCA CTA
Trustee
Company Registration No. 2873432
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
1

Accounting policies
Company information
The Murray Downland Trust is a private company limited by guarantee incorporated in England and Wales.
The registered office is Piper House, 4 Dukes Court, Bognor Road, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 8FX.

1.1

Accounting convention
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the company's governing document, the Companies
Act 2006 and “Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to
charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK
and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)” (as amended for accounting periods commencing from 1 January
2016). The company is a Public Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102.
The company has taken advantage of the provisions in the SORP for charities applying FRS 102 Update
Bulletin 1 not to prepare a Statement of Cash Flows.
The financial statements have departed from the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only
to the extent required to provide a true and fair view. This departure has involved following the Statement of
Recommended Practice for charities applying FRS 102 rather than the version of the Statement of
Recommended Practice which is referred to in the Regulations but which has since been withdrawn.
The financial statements are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the company.
Monetary amounts in these financial statements are rounded to the nearest £.
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, modified to include the
revaluation of freehold properties and to include investment properties and certain financial instruments at
fair value. The principal accounting policies adopted are set out below.

1.2

Going concern
At the time of approving the financial statements, the Trustees have a reasonable expectation that the
company has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. Thus the
Trustees continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the financial statements.

1.3

Charitable funds
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in furtherance of their charitable
objectives unless the funds have been designated for other purposes.
Restricted funds are subject to specific conditions by donors as to how they may be used. The purposes
and uses of the restricted funds are set out in the notes to the financial statements.
Endowment funds are subject to specific conditions by donors that the capital must be maintained by the
company.

1.4

Incoming resources
Income is recognised when the company is legally entitled to it after any performance conditions have been
met, the amounts can be measured reliably, and it is probable that income will be received.
Cash donations are recognised on receipt. Other donations are recognised once the company has been
notified of the donation, unless performance conditions require deferral of the amount. Income tax
recoverable in relation to donations received under Gift Aid or deeds of covenant is recognised at the time
of the donation.
Legacies are recognised on receipt or otherwise if the company has been notified of an impending
distribution, the amount is known, and receipt is expected. If the amount is not known, the legacy is treated
as a contingent asset.
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
1

Accounting policies

(Continued)

Turnover is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable and represents amounts
receivable for goods and services provided in the normal course of business, net of discounts, VAT and
other sales related taxes.

1.5

Resources expended
Liabilities are recognised on an accruals basis.
Charitable expenditure includes those expenses directly related to charitable activities and includes related
support costs.

1.6

Fixed asset investments
Fixed asset investments are initially measured at transaction price excluding transaction costs, and are
subsequently measured at fair value at each reporting date. Changes in fair value are recognised in net
income/(expenditure) for the year. Transaction costs are expensed as incurred.

1.7

Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks, other short-term liquid
investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are
shown within borrowings in current liabilities.

1.8

Financial instruments
The company has elected to apply the provisions of Section 11 ‘Basic Financial Instruments’ and Section
12 ‘Other Financial Instruments Issues’ of FRS 102 to all of its financial instruments.
Financial instruments are recognised in the company's balance sheet when the company becomes party to
the contractual provisions of the instrument.
Financial assets and liabilities are offset, with the net amounts presented in the financial statements, when
there is a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle on a
net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.
Basic financial assets
Basic financial assets, which include debtors and cash and bank balances, are initially measured at
transaction price including transaction costs and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the
effective interest method unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the transaction
is measured at the present value of the future receipts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial
assets classified as receivable within one year are not amortised.
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
1

Accounting policies

(Continued)

Basic financial liabilities
Basic financial liabilities, including creditors and bank loans are initially recognised at transaction price
unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the debt instrument is measured at the
present value of the future payments discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial liabilities classified
as payable within one year are not amortised.
Debt instruments are subsequently carried at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate method.
Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course
of operations from suppliers. Amounts payable are classified as current liabilities if payment is due within
one year or less. If not, they are presented as non-current liabilities. Trade creditors are recognised initially
at transaction price and subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

Derecognition of financial liabilities
Financial liabilities are derecognised when the company’s contractual obligations expire or are discharged
or cancelled.
2

Critical accounting estimates and judgements
In the application of the company’s accounting policies, the Trustees are required to make judgements,
estimates and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent
from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and
other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates.
The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and future
periods.

3

Donations and legacies
Unrestricted
funds

Total

2019
£

2018
£

4,716
1,387

4,980
1,285

Donations and gifts
Membership fees

4

Charitable activities

Performance related grants
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2019
£

2018
£

21,806

4,131

THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
5

Investments
Unrestricted
funds

Total

2019
£

2018
£

9,266

10,254

Total
2019

Total
2018

£

£

Income from listed investments

6

Charitable activities
Nature
reserve care
2019
£
Depreciation and impairment
Operating costs
Other expenditure

7

Support
Sundry
costs expenditure
2019
2019
£
£

43,246
-

673
-

2,090

43,919
2,090

23
23,258
255

43,246

673

2,090

46,009

23,536

43,246

673

2,090

46,009

23,536

Description of charitable activities
Conservation of chalk grassland
Upkeep of nature reserves

8

Trustees
None of the Trustees(or any persons connected with them) received any remuneration or benefits from the
company during the year, but 3 (2017: 3) of them were reimbursed a total of £1,120.58 (2017: £686.21 ) for
postage, printing, stationery and sundries.

9

Employees
There were no employees during the year.

10

Net (losses)/gains on investments

Revaluation of investments

2019

2018

£

£

1,224
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
11

Fixed asset investments
Listed
investments
£
Cost or valuation
At 31 March 2018
Valuation changes

234,342
1,224

At 31 March 2019

235,566

Carrying amount
At 31 March 2019

235,566

At 31 March 2018

234,342

Investments exceeding 5% of the total market value
79,670.76 M&G Charibond Charities Income £98,257.95 (2018 £98,289.82 )
8,382.92 M&G Charifund Equities £129,013.15 (2018 £128,023.97 )

Fixed asset investments revalued
The historic cost of the investments is £202,374 (2017 - £202,734).

12

Financial instruments
Carrying amount of financial assets
Debt instruments measured at amortised cost
Equity instruments measured at cost less impairment
Carrying amount of financial liabilities
Measured at amortised cost

13

2018
£

13,302
235,566

234,342

2,302

6,444

2019
£

2018
£

13,302

-

2019
£

2018
£

2,302

6,444

Debtors
Amounts falling due within one year:
Trade debtors

14

2019
£

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Other creditors
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019
15

Restricted funds
The income funds of the charity include restricted funds comprising the following unexpended balances of
donations and grants held on trust for specific purposes:
Movement
in funds

Warden Fund

16

Balance at
1 April 2018

Incoming
resources

Balance at
31 March 2019

£

£

£

7,000

-

7,000

Analysis of net assets between funds

Fund balances at 31 March 2019 are represented by:
Investments
Current assets/(liabilities)
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Unrestricted
£

Restricted
£

Total
£

228,566
21,652

7,000
-

235,566
25,362

250,218

7,000

260,928

MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018
The Twenty-fourth Annual General Meeting of members of the Murray
Downland Trust was held on Wednesday, 17th October 2018, at 6.45p.m., at
The Cobden Hall, Heyshott, GU29 0DJ.
1.

Apologies: Ms B. N. Murray.

2.

Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the previous AGM, held on 17th
October 2017, was proposed by Gerard Ryan, seconded by Simon
Ward.

3.

Chairman’s Report: This was approved by the meeting. Proposed by
Simon Ward, seconded by Sue Edwards.

4.

Treasurer’s Report: This was approved by the meeting. Proposed by
Trish Murray, seconded by Sheila Ryan.

5.

Re-appointment of Directors and Trustees: Mr. Michael Hadley,
Mr. Simon Ward and Mr. Gerard Ryan were proposed for reappointment by Naomi Barnett, seconded by Sue Edwards.

6.

To consider any other business of which due notice has been given
to the Chairman. There was no other business.

The meeting closed at 19.00.
The business of the meeting was followed by an illustrated talk on the flora
of the Murray Downland Trust Reserves, given by Mr Graeme Lyons.

MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019
The Twenty-fifth Annual General Meeting of members of the Murray
Downland Trust will be held on Wednesday, 16th October 2019,
commencing at 6.45p.m. at The Cobden Hall, Heyshott, GU29 0DJ
(opposite the church, across the grass).
AGENDA
1.

Apologies for absence.

2.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 17th October,
2018 to be approved.

3.

Chairman’s Report.

4.

Treasurer’s Report.

5.

Questions arising from the Chairman’s and Treasurer’s Reports.

6.

Re-appointment of Directors and Trustees.
Article 29 of the Trust’s Articles of Association requires a number of
trustees nearest to one third of their total number to retire each year.
Article 30 identifies the retiring trustees as those who have been
longest in office since their last appointment. Accordingly, Mr. Robert
Windle and Mr. Nicholas Sherwin are retiring as trustees and, being
eligible, are willing to stand for re-appointment.

7.

To consider any other business of which due notice has been given
to the Chairman.

After the AGM members of the public are invited to join members of the
Trust for light refreshments at about 7pm. This will be followed by an
illustrated talk on the life and times of agricultural workers in villages such
as Heyshott, entitled Heyshott Husbandry and Housewifery given by Mrs.
Sue Edwards. This will commence at 19:30.

