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THE OBJECTS OF THE TRUST

The objects are set out in Clause 3 of the Trust’s Memorandum of 
Association as being:

‘for the public benefit, the preservation, protection, development 
and improvement of areas of land of botanical, zoological, 
ecological, archaeological, historical or landscape interest or 
beauty, by the acquisition by gift, purchase, or lease or 
management by arrangement of downland, grassland, fenland, 
woodland, agricultural land, common land and any other land 
whatsoever.’

RESERVES

The Directors have set out their short- and medium-term objectives as 
managing small areas of chalk downland in Sussex and Hampshire, and so 
establishing a group or ‘chain’ of reserves. The five reserves presently under 
management are at Buriton Down (Hampshire); Under Beacon, The Devil’s 
Jumps, Heyshott Down and Heyshott Escarpment (West Sussex). The 
Heyshott sites comprise part of a designated Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI). The Heyshott Down and Devil’s Jumps sites contain 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM). All the reserves are within the South 
Downs National Park.
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MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the Trust is open to everyone who wants the satisfaction of 
making a personal contribution towards the preservation of these small but 
vital areas of traditional downland which are rich in plants and animals, but 
which are under the relentless threat of extinction. Sponsorship of particular 
sites or species would also be welcome, if feasible, and there is always 
practical work to be done in the countryside for members who wish to be 
more closely involved. No special knowledge is required. Members will be 
kept informed of the Trust’s acquisitions, programmes and progress on a 
regular basis. Except when conservation needs require an area to remain 
temporarily undisturbed, access to the Trust’s sites will be available at all 
times. Where land managed by the Trust remains in private hands, the Trust 
encourages owners to allow public access, if it is reasonable to do so.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Individual member         £ 30
Family membership        £ 47.50 
(please identify all those included)
Life membership, aged under 65    £ 600
Life membership, aged 65 and over   £ 300

Subscriptions are collected at two points in the year: on 31st March and 30th 
September. Where a member joins between these dates their subscription 
renewal date is the subscription date which follows the anniversary of their 
joining. Membership applications should be sent to: Membership Secretary, 
c/o Upper Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DL, cheques made 
payable to The Murray Downland Trust.

DATA PROTECTION ACT

The Membership Secretary keeps contact and membership details of 
members on a database on her computer. This information is held solely for 
Murray Downland Trust purposes, and is not divulged to any other 
organisations or individuals. Any member who has any concerns about these 
arrangements should write to the Membership Secretary, c/o Upper 
Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DL.
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DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES

The directors and trustees who held office during the period of this Report 
were:

Gerard Charles Ryan   Bayleaves, Bepton, Midhurst, West Sussex,   
          GU29 9RB. (Retired Barrister)

Simon Charles Ward   Rogate Cross Cottage, Rogate, Petersfield,   
          Hants, GU31 5HN. (Chartered Surveyor)

Claire Norwood     6 Pains Road, Southsea, Hampshire, PO5 1HE. 
          (Chartered Accountant)

John Girdlestone Murray  Upper Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex,
GU29 0DL. (Retired Director)

Michael Edwards    Lea-side, Carron Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex, 
          GU29 9LB. (Ecologist)

Nicholas Sherwin    Heyshott Farmhouse, Leggs Lane, Heyshott,  
          Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 0DJ. (Solicitor)

Michael Hadley     13 Austens, Heyshott, West Sussex GU29 0DW. 
          (Retired Mechanic)

Robert Windle     Forge Cottage, Church Hill, Midhurst, West   
          Sussex, GU29 9NX (Chartered Surveyor)

Mr Michael Edwards and Mrs Claire Norwood were re-appointed at the 
Annual General Meeting held on 23rd October 2013.

Mr. Michael Hadley was appointed and Mr John Murray and Mr Simon 
Ward were re-appointed at the Annual General Meeting held on 23rd 
October 2014.

Mr Gerard Ryan was re-appointed at the Annual General Meeting held on 
21st October 2015.

Mr. Robert Windle was appointed and Mr. Nick Sherwin was reappointed at 
the Annual General meeting held on 19 October 2016
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Company Secretary and Treasurer

Mrs. Claire Norwood   6 Pains Road, Southsea, Hampshire, PO5 1HE. 
          (Chartered Accountant)

Honorary Membership Secretary

Ms. Amanda Savage   3 North Gate Mews, North Street, Midhurst,  
          West Sussex, GU29 9OR
 
Professional advisers

During the year, the Trust benefited from the knowledge and professional 
advice of the following specialists:

Mr. Graeme Lyons MSc    (Botany and Invertebrate Zoology)

Mr. Mark Taylor MA MIFA   (Archaeology)

Reporting Accountant

Goodale Mardle, Chartered Accountants, Greens Court, West Street, 
Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9NQ, have kindly agreed to act as Reporting 
Accountant in relation to the Trust’s financial affairs.

Bankers

Lloyds TSB Bank plc 5 The Square, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3HL.

Annual Report Editor

Gerard Ryan   Bayleaves, Bepton, Midhurst, West Sussex,      
       GU29 9RB.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The autumn will see a change in the Trust’s leadership when John Murray is 
expected to hand on the chair to Nick Sherwin. John has kept the Trust in 
good heart for thirteen years: he has led by example and from the front. The 
firm establishment of the Heyshott working group, whose activities are here 
recorded by Mike Hadley, is one of his significant achievements. Another 
has been his series of successes in using the arcane and bureaucratic 
processes involved in obtaining grant money. Happily for the Trust John will 
remain a trustee and no doubt an active one.

Having been a trustee for several years Nick Sherwin will be taking on the 
responsibilities fully aware of the Trust’s merits and shortcomings. His main 
interest is in ornithology and that neatly counterbalances the botanical and 
entomological interests of others.

Membership of the Trust is a continuing subject of trustees’ discussions. We 
have welcomed Amanda Savage as our honorary Membership Secretary 
enabling that aspect of our responsibilities to once again settle in capable 
hands and so ending the rather diffuse arrangements shared between our 
Treasurer, Claire Norwood, and the Chairman. One weakness we recognise 
in the management of the Trust is a failure to provide any consistent benefit 
to members beyond those which they can already enjoy as members of the 
public. We have always assumed that a person who actively supports the 
Trust does so out of a wish to further the conservation of downland, but we 
are conscious that altruism can be strengthened by the provision of practical 
benefits. The main obstacle to such provision lies in the man or woman 
hours taken up in the task: a comment that can be read as a less than subtle 
request for help.

I have succeeded Mike Edwards in the editing of this Report, but the skills 
needed to prepare it for printing have once again been applied by Jack Izatt. 
I am most grateful to Jack for his help and renewed support of the Trust. The 
Trustees are very aware that in recent years Mike has undertaken the whole 
process in addition to producing our periodic newsletters. We owe him 
considerable thanks for those achievements in the face of many and often 
pressing requirements for the application of his professional skills not only 
here but abroad. The good news is that he stays with us!
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT     John Murray

This year has again seen improvements in the five Reserves without major 
expenditure being incurred. The spring graze by the National Trust’s Belted 
Galloway cattle was successful in improving the habitat. A second graze 
followed in the autumn. The piped supply of water to the Heyshott Reserves 
has allowed us to manage the grazing of the different areas much more 
effectively.

In last year’s report I reported 
that Graeme Lyons and Mike 
Edwards had been surveying the 
Devil’s Jumps, Heyshott Down 
and three areas within Heyshott 
Escarpment Reserve over the 
summer, sampling facets of the 
ecology. Graeme Lyons’ talk and 
slide show at the Trust’s Annual 
General Meeting showed how 
unique each area is. Of over five 
hundred species identified, only 

thirty five species were found on all five. A considerable number of species 
never previously recorded in Sussex were found. The survey highlighted the 
range of different habitats among the Reserves and the importance of the 
management programme to enhance those habitats. The Trust is extremely 
grateful to Graeme Lyons and Mike Edwards for their work, which has now 
been published and is available for reference.

This year the Trust has arranged with Paul Stevens and Nicholas Sherwin to 
carry out a survey of the Heyshott Reserves to establish their importance for 
bird life. Preliminary results indicate that the Reserves support a significant 
number of tree pipits and whitethroats. The presence of these two species 
has implications for the scrub management programme for the coming 
winter.

The winter programme from late September to the end of March forms a 
very important part of the Trust’s management of the Heyshott Escarpment 
Reserve. Every Wednesday we have had up to ten or eleven people working 
enthusiastically under the guidance of Mike Hadley to improve the habitat. 
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This has involved those trained to use brush-cutters removing patches of 
scrub, a number raking up the arisings and burning up each week. We are 
also fortunate to have had the Chichester Volunteers on site on five Sundays 
helping us clear areas which had previously been cut by Mike Hadley and 
me on non-working party days. Without the enthusiasm and hard work of all 
these helpers, guided by the advice of Butterfly Conservation, the Reserve 
would revert to woodland very quickly and the unique habitat would be lost 
for ever. Colin Knight records photographs of the work parties most weeks 
on his blog http://murraydownlandtrust.blogspot.co.uk which really reflects 
the activities and the enjoyment of the morning’s work.

Devil’s Jumps Reserve has continued to improve with heather re-generation 
progressing well helped by the grazing cattle whose activities have also 
highlighted the weakness of the fencing. It is noticeable that modern 
chemically treated wooden posts have a life span of some ten years. The 
Trust has decided to re-fence the whole of this Reserve with Clipex fencing, 
which should give a life of twenty five years. The orchid numbers and 
heather regeneration continue to improve with the grazing programme.

Under Beacon Reserve continues to improve with the regime of grazing and 
cutting. The question of a piped water supply has been shelved as the likely 
costs, distances and height involved to pump water make the project 
uneconomic. We will continue with a water bowser.
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Buriton Reserve is a small site where the Trust continues to be unable to find 
a grazier with cattle. We are dependent on the Bray families, who own the 
land, to put their own flock of sheep onto this reserve. The Trust arranged 
for a new fence around part of the reserve. The maintenance of this reserve 
is carried out by David Petche and his willing and enthusiastic band of 
helpers who do a magnificent job of keeping the vegetation under control.

The Trust continues to look for suitable sites of chalk downland to manage 
which are sufficiently local to the existing Reserves to be incorporated into 
the existing management and grazing programmes.

A summary of the last year’s activities has shown the Trust to be in good 
health and continuing to maintain and manage the Reserves to maintain their 
important status. The Trust income continues to allow the Trustees to operate 
the agreed management plans within the agreed budget to improve the 
habitats and environment. This can be recognised by the success in the 
improvement of habitats that we have been able to record.

The major fund raising event was the plant 
sale held on the second Saturday in May at 
Costers Brook in Cocking in good 
weather. This was the sixth year that Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip Jackson had very kindly 
allowed us to hold it in their beautiful 
garden. Mr. Philip Jackson had displayed a 
number of his sculptures throughout the 
garden and he generously guided groups 
around them and through his studio 
explaining the background to each 
sculpture displayed. The Trust very much 
appreciates the considerable time and 
planning that was put into this event by 
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson to make it so 
successful. We are also extremely grateful 
for the considerable sum raised for the 
Trust funds.

The presentation of this report is mainly due to Gerard Ryan. We are very 
grateful for the amount of time and effort he has put in to producing it. 
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I would also like to pay a special tribute to our Treasurer, Claire Norwood, 
who has kept the financial affairs of the Trust in such excellent order 
throughout the year. Her financial expertise has unfailingly kept the Trustees 
well informed and her advice has always been much appreciated by them.

It was with great sadness that we heard that Mrs. Juliet Kay, the previous 
Chairman to myself, had passed away. Her enthusiasm and hard work on 
behalf of the Trust for many years was and still is much appreciated.
It is a pleasure to be chairman of this Trust. The support of my fellow 
Trustees and Directors, Mike Edwards, Gerard Ryan, Nick Sherwin, Claire 
Norwood, Simon Ward, Robert Windle and Mike Hadley over the past year 
has been a pleasure as we have overseen the progress that has been made. 
Each of the Trustees has made significant contributions to the success of the 
management plans implemented during the last year. A Reserve site visit 
before each of the governance meetings in the summer has also enhanced 
our knowledge to make the right management decisions for the future of the 
Trust.

I note that I joined the Trust in 2002 as a Director and became Chairman in 
2004 following the retirement of Juliet Kay. I have been Chairman for 
thirteen years and now feel it is time to hand on the Chairmanship, which I 
shall have pleasure in doing, to Nicholas Sherwin at the Annual General 
Meeting. I will still remain a Director and Trustee and continue to support 
the Trust.
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RESERVE REPORTS

Buriton Down                  David Petche

The Buriton reserve has not looked better than this Spring. The area of close 
cropped grassland (thanks to the rabbits!) has increased and the display of 
common and pyramidal orchids was splendid. We have arranged with the 
landowner, Andrew Bray, to have more regular visits from 20 or so sheep 
and they have helped keep the vegetation in check. Previous year's 
strimming has shown results in a reduction in the area of dewberry, attention 
needs to be paid now in hammering back the resurgent hemp agrimony, 
whilst keeping a small area for the butterflies.

On a sad note our longest serving volunteer, Mike Keane, died after a short 
illness earlier this year. Mike was a most reliable, hard working member and 
a dab hand at starting a bonfire in all weathers. Even at 89, last year, he 
would be outpacing everyone with his indefatigable energy and enthusiasm. 
His never ending tales and anecdotes of life in the navy regaled during 
coffee breaks will be sorely missed.

Underbeacon                Mike Edwards 

Problems with rapidly rotting fence posts ‒ 
even large chestnut ones ‒ along one side 
of the Reserve have restricted grazing 
management here during the past year, 
although temporary electric fencing did 
facilitate one graze. The warm, wet start to 
the year promoted a rapid growth of grass 
and the sward now looks more like it did 
several years ago. Restoring an established 
fence-line, using the metal-post Clipex 
system will, we expect, fix the fencing 
issue.

A longer-duration issue is that, although the 
management to date has certainly improved 
the structure and vegetation composition of 
the area since the Trust took it on, the store 
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in the ground of seeds of chalk grassland plants seems to have provided all it 
will. If we want to further diversify the floral composition, and hence the 
insect diversity, the Trust is going to need to consider whether it wants to 
actively supply seeds of other plants ‒ one such would be small scabious, a 
widespread plant on the adjacent downs, including the barrows of the 
Devil’s Jumps Reserve, but with little in close proximity to provide natural 
colonisation. This plant would do well under the conditions already present. 
Others, such as kidney vetch, thyme and horse-shoe vetch, would need a 
rather shorter turf structure, with a small amount of ground disturbance. All 
three would do better under a more frequent grazing regime than we have 
managed recently. We would need to find local sources of seed for any 
‘enriching’ plants ‒ but that might be a good use of our richer reserves.

Devil’s Jumps                Mike Edwards 

The old fencing established during the first ‘extension’ of the Reserve to the 
east of the main line of Jumps has passed its ‘sell-by date’ and has been 
replaced by a modern, metal-post Clipex system. We have also taken the 
opportunity to fence off the track giving neighbouring farmer Mr. Mitchell 
access to his fields. This will help with keeping different herds literally ‘out 
of touch’ with each other, a very important consideration for modern stock 
health requirements. 

The current grazing regime has certainly improved the chalk flora of the 
‘humps’ and has helped drive the grassland of the adjacent clay cap towards 
finer grasses ‒ despite the wet years. On the clay cap birch and bramble have 
become rather a problem: last year saw an extensive campaign to pull out 
most of the birch and cut back the bramble. More needs to be done with the 
bramble; our contractor Reuben is currently thinking of ways of raking this 
out. This will have the added benefit of creating more bare ground on the 
way: good for ground-nesting bees and wasps, as well as providing 
germination sites for more heather for the chalk heath; which continues to 
spread, albeit slowly.

Heyshott Escarpment            Mike Edwards 

The large-scale clearances are now over; however, keeping on top of the re-
growth of scrub, whilst not removing it completely, keeps our volunteer 
management team very busy all winter ‒ many thanks to the excellent input 



12

from local Butterfly Conservation 
members and Chichester Conservation 
Volunteers as well as our own 
members. The ‘glade’ at the lowest 
part of the eastern side is developing 
well and hopefully the Duke of 
Burgundy will soon establish a 
breeding colony here as it has higher 
up on the slope. 
 

Most attention so far has been given to the eastern spur, during 2017/18 this 
will shift, partly at least, to the western spur. Although this has been very 
much ‘in the shade’ of the large colony of ‘Dukes’ on the east, the butterfly 
has also been seen here, as have as other species of interest – amongst these 
two unusual mosses. A project for 2017, and possibly beyond, is to get 
Graeme Lyons to repeat his ‘Insect survey’, but this time concentrating on 
the plants, across all our reserves. This information will help inform us 
regarding where we might give a helping hand and where things are best left 
alone.

Heyshott Down                Mike Edwards 

A hard autumn cut in 2016, followed by grazing over the winter, has helped 
maintain the general improvement of the turf and reduce the bramble and 
dewberry, although both these plants require constant monitoring ‒ small 
amounts are fine and may provide nest sites for small birds, but they have a 
great tendency to spread and get out of hand. Gorse is another plant which 
can be very useful, but needs careful management ‒ both to keep the overall 
amount within bounds and to keep a variety of age-classes present. We 
achieve this through a programme of rotational cutting, providing young, 
middle aged and old stands. Humans do pretty well by gorse standards ‒ an 
old stand of gorse is about ten years old!

Most of the gorse is growing on the area restored from conifer plantation, 
where it was noted on the 1919 map. In comparison to Underbeacon, where 
the land was under the plough for a number of years, there is a much greater 
diversity of chalk grassland plants establishing from buried seed ‒ no need 
to ‘enhance’ this region, just keep managing it suitably with a mix of cutting 
and grazing.
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The 2016 Invertebrate Survey of the Trust’s major landholdings

This important and long awaited survey was carried out by Graeme Lyons 
and Mike Edwards in a series of visits between 3rd April and 24th 
September 2016. Wet, cold or windy days were avoided: the typical 
temperatures recorded were all above 14° C (57° F). The reserves surveyed 
were the Devil’s Jumps, Heyshott Escarpment and Heyshott Down, the 
others being too far west for effective inclusion in a day’s work. Whilst the 
principal objective was obviously to discover what was present, an 

important second aim has been to establish a baseline by using standard 
methods that can easily be repeated. Graeme and Mike selected three 
separate parts of the Escarpment Reserve for their survey: the record thus 
relates to five sites.

Their cheerfully illustrated Report (beware of the magnifications) covers 51 
pages and is accompanied by 30 pages of detailed tabulation. For us it is 
undoubtedly a benchmark document and likely to be a reference for other 
specialists as well as enjoyed for its straightforward readability.

The Devil’s Jumps is proving to be a more diverse site than might have been 
expected. The man-made barrows are calcareous, supporting a rich chalk 
flora, whereas the ground alongside them on the south-west supports a more 
acidic flora growing on the tertiary deposits that overlie the chalk. It is only 
recently that this area was cleared of trees.
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The two Heyshott reserves mostly lie within a statutory site of special 
scientific interest (s.s.s.i). The Report observes that Heyshott Down 
comprises ‘a rich sward that drifts between rich calcareous hay meadow and 
chalk- grassland communities.’ (We have to remember that the southern half 
of this site and its eastern end are still recovering after relatively recent tree 
clearances.) The surveyors found Heyshott Down often to be cooler than the 
Devil’s Jumps, being a little more exposed.

The three areas sampled on Heyshott Escarpment were found to be cooler 
and damper than the other reserves: they principally face north. On the 
eastern scarp area selected, a thick layer of moss, mostly around the roots of 
scrub, forms a feature of significance. The western scarp includes a wealth 
of mistletoe and some juniper bushes. Each has its special invertebrate 
population. The third area sampled, the coombe at the northern end of the 
reserve, is more wooded and yields different fauna.

The sampling methodologies are set out in the Report. A total of 570 species 
was recorded. Fifty-eight of these (10.2%) have conservation status. The 
species include shieldbugs, hoppers, psyllids, diptera, hymenoptera , 
coleoptera (beetles) lepidoptera , araneae (spiders) and mollusca. It seems 
appropriate to set out the Report’s conclusions as written. They are:

‘ Devil’s Jumps
This site had the most Hymenoptera with 42 species. It did however 
have the least molluscs and the least species associated with woody 
vegetation, short vegetation, foliage and humidity.

Heyshott Down
This site had the most species over all and could be considered to have 
come out on top across all the sites. It had the most herbivores, the 
most species associated with herbaceous and short herbaceous 
vegetation. It also had the most species associated with Cistaceae and 
Asteraceae; the most molluscs, Lepidoptera, Coleoptera and Araneae. 
However, it had the least Hymenoptera and the least number of species 
associated with sun and flowers. It also had the lowest number of 
species with conservation status. This is interesting because the site is 
so full of nectar sources. It is likely that a colder prevailing wind is 
having some impact. It could be that the lack of shelter is the limiting 
factor for this site.
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Heyshott Scarp East
Another excellent compartment with the most species with 
conservation status, the most specialists, most bare ground associates 
and species that require sun. It also had the most species associated 
with Fabaceae and the most molluscs and Lepidoptera. It had the least 
unique species and predators and the least species associated with 
deadwood.

Heyshott Scarp West  
This compartment had the most predators, species associated with 
woody vegetation and species that use flowers. It also had the most 
Diptera and Hemiptera. It had the least species associated with specific 
plant families. It also had the least Coleoptera and the least species 
associated with bare ground.

Coombe
This site could be considered to have come out worst in the survey. It 
had the most species associated with humid conditions, moss and 
deadwood. It had the most Asteraceae specialists. Overall it had the 
lowest number of species, the least herbivores and the least specialists. 
It had the least specialists associated with herbaceous vegetation. It 
also had the least Lepidoptera, Diptera, Hemiptera and Araneae’.

Electronic copies of the report may be obtained from Mike Edwards at 
ammophila@macace.net.
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Thoughts and Reflections on the Downs from a Land Agent
                      Simon Ward

Hilaire Belloc’s love affair with the Downs began when he was eight, when 
the family moved to Slindon, near Arundel. Belloc grew to love the woods 
and Downs around his home – a love that stayed with him to the end of his 
life – and they were a major influence on his life and writing. In all his later 
travels he always longed to be back in “the great hills of The South 
Country”, where he could see “along the sky the line of the Downs, so noble 
and so bare.”

Belloc died 65 years ago, just after I 
was born. Since then, which is but an 
eye blink within man’s view and 
influence of the Downs, we have 
witnessed considerable changes in 
farming policy, a greater reliance upon 
artificial fertilisers and pesticides, and 
perhaps more surreptitiously the 
impacts of climate change and new, 
sometimes damaging, pressures for 
public access and recreation

 Acres of vineyards are springing up, taking advantage of the changing 
climate and the free-draining and relatively impoverished chalky soils. It is 
an expensive business setting up a vineyard from scratch, but the 
international accolades and awards that cascade upon our sparkling whites in 
particular are earning even the admiration of our neighbours across the 
Channel. Over the next 25 years I predict further expansion.

Belloc’s vision of the Downs may have been east-centric where they are 
decidedly “so noble and so bare” but casting westwards a significant part of 
the Downs is still covered with trees. Many of our smaller wooded areas 
were planted on the clay caps that were too hard to tame for cultivation. 
Some are abandoned or overstood coppices – very often too costly to 
manage. They provide the essential warp in the countryside’s tapestry 
against the weft of hard-worked farmland, offering biological diversity, 
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cover for gamebirds and the wild deer population. Invisibly they clean and 
slow water run-off, act as carbon sinks, and grow sustainable yields of 
firewood to help meet the nation’s unquenched thirst for logburners. ‘Green’ 
we may consider the latter but in some Swiss mountain valleys worrying 
levels of pollution have been noted due to the preponderance of burning 
wood as a fuel! Could we see a swing in policy not unlike the recent 
unexpected Government announcement of no new petrol or diesel engine 
cars from 2040?

The larger afforested areas, typically managed and owned by the large 
estates, are less significant these days as tax shelters, and the days of 
growing for Her Majesty’s Navy, or for pit props for our coalfields, are long 
over. Today it is pulpwood for paper and packaging, woodchips for biomass 
heating, commercial shooting of game and stalking of deer, the latter so 
essential since deer have no natural predators now. Responsible deer control 
maintains a healthy stock and protects young trees. Forestry is such a long-
term investment and the estates need to find new ways to meet the cost of 
managing the woods – examples include forest holiday lodges, forest 
schools, orienteering, BMX and activity courses.

Water remains our most critical natural resource, and in chalk country there 
is precious little of it on the surface. Quality is every bit as important as 
quantity. Artificial fertilisers (both nitrates and phosphates) applied more 
than 10 years ago are still present in the aquifers and costly to remove. The 
south-east is a drought-stressed area – a combination of an increasing 
population and a more wasteful approach to our use of water. Water 
companies are looking at new ways to conserve the finite supply and to 
influence our usage. The great virtue of chalk country is its capacity to store 
vast quantities of water underground, even below the chalk into the porous 
greensand. Southern Water, for example, is looking to experiment with 
injecting surplus winter flows from our rivers, through the chalk aquifer, and 
into the greensand more than 400m below the surface. Conceptually, this 
would create a vast bubble of water for later abstraction during times of 
drought.

British farming is facing a profoundly uncertain future. The UK’s departure 
from the EU is likely to change substantially the economics of UK 
agriculture. Disruption to farm businesses from Brexit could be huge, with 
changes to the availability and cost of labour, the size and terms of subsidy 
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payments, the imposition of new import and export tariffs, and the 
consequences of potential trade liberalisation with countries with significant 
agri-industrial sectors. The sector is already under severe stress; over 40% of 
farms are operating at a loss. The more marginal land of the Downs could 
face further challenges. We are already experiencing underlying long-term 
declines in the health of the natural environment, leaving some farmers 
stuck in a cycle of working the land ever harder just to break even.

One vital but under-explored option is to diversify farm incomes by selling 
environmental services from land. The concept is for a market in avoided 
costs whereby, for example, water companies, infrastructure operators and 
public agencies enter into contracts with upstream farmers to manage their 
land to deliver ‘slow, clean water’. This would mean using measures such as 
soil aeration, encouraging minimum till techniques, tree planting or creation 
of attenuation ponds to reduce flood risk and/or reduce water quality 
problems. Schemes would be funded from money that buyers would 
otherwise need to spend on hard solutions to these problems, for example 
water treatment facilities or flood defence measures.

The Downs have coped with dynamic change in the past. Today the 
relevance of organisations with some of the shared objectives of the Murray 
Downland Trust is even more acute. Our aspiration should be similar to 
Alfred Lord Tennyson’s:

You came and looked and saw the view
Long known and loved by me
Green Sussex fading into blue
With just a touch of sea.

‘The Devil’s Jumps’: a recent history         Gerard Ryan
 
This misleading name, which could be of mediaeval origin, is given to a 
group of prominent bell barrows on the southwest slope of Treyford Hill. 
They are ancient burial mounds, long since excavated and probably robbed 
of anything valuable. The five dominant burrows stand along a rough north-
westerly alignment, a line theoretically extensible to the summit of Beacon 
Hill rather than neighbouring Pen Hill, though both hold ancient 
monuments. There are other much less obvious barrows around the site, 
though their exact number still seems uncertain.
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In ‘The Archaeology of Sussex’ (Methuen 1937) Dr.  E. Cecil Curwen 
explains that

‘Bell-barrows are impressive but not common; they differ from 
‘bowls’ by having a ledge or berm of comparatively level ground 
between the foot of the mound and the surrounding ditch, thus 
giving the whole something of the profile of a church-bell. They 
are confined to the extreme west of the county, being in reality a 
Wessex type of which our few specimens are outliers. In date 
they belong to the later part of the Early Bronze Age, say, round 
about 1600-1500 BC. The best known and most accessible 
examples are two on the top of Bow Hill........A group of six lie 
on Monkton Down, Treyford , one of which attains a height of 16 
feet- the highest barrow in the county.’

It seems surprising that these significant earthworks, some 3500 years old, 
generated only this brief comment. Was it because in the 1930s the site was 
overgrown and obscured with scrub? It certainly was in 1975 when Betty 
Murray asked me to join her on a site visit notable for the density of the 
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undergrowth, especially bramble. Betty then was or had recently been 
chairman of the Sussex Archaeological Society, but through her equally 
active membership of the then Society of Sussex Downsmen she saw a way 
of getting the Jumps restored. From an archaeological viewpoint the site was 
a shambles: shrubs and trees grew all over it to a height of 15 feet or more. I 
recall being not altogether suitably clad for the visit: a pair of good trousers 
had to be written off! It was however clear to me, as Betty already knew, 
that hidden by the scrub there lay something well worth exposing.
 
At the time the Society of Sussex Downsmen owned a subsidiary limited 
company, the South Downs Preservation Trust. We promoted the idea that 
this company should seek a lease of the site, which lay and still lies within 
the West Dean Estate. My lengthy negotiations with the Estate were 
eventually productive. After several years of clearance work carried out first 
rather tentatively by some of Betty’s students from Bishop Otter College, 
then more comprehensively by the National Conservation Corps, the Devil’s 
Jumps reappeared: a truly surprising sight. But they remained somewhat 
hemmed in by woodland.

A happy combination of events brought Geoffrey Stallibras into action. He 
was the local ‘District Officer’ of the Sussex Downsmen (and later their 
chairman), enthusiastic and fit. Working virtually single handed he restored 
the torn surface of the barrows and reseeded them where necessary with fine 
grasses. Over many months he regularly climbed 400 feet on the 2½ mile 
walk from his house at East Harting to the site, sometimes with a Flymo 
strapped to his back and carrying a can of petrol. The results of his 
astonishing efforts contribute substantially to our enjoyment of the Jumps 
today.

The rest of the story, though important, is less dramatic. The Trust took over 
the lease. The Estate reasonably agreed to enlarge the leased area to include 
traces of other barrows and to cut back the woodland edge so that the Jumps 
now stand in a meadow. One slightly unexpected consequence was the 
exposure of an acidic soil layer on parts of the site, leading to the emergence 
of some small heather plants and a generally more varied flora. A site of 
great interest has emerged.

One word of caution: when you visit, please try and avoid going up and down the 
Jumps by the same path. A deep groove on the surface does not improve them.
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In search of Fritillaries              Nick Sherwin

The 2016 invertebrate survey of the Heyshott Down, Heyshott Escarpment 
and Devil's Jumps reserves recorded 27 butterfly species, including the 
Scarp's flagship species, the Duke of Burgundy. But fritillary sightings were 
few, with Silver-washed recorded on Devil's Jumps and Dark Green on 
Heyshott Down.

Fritillary species are ones which the Trust will continue to monitor in the 
years to come. The Silver-washed Fritillary is primarily a woodland species. 
The woodland rides on the Goodwood estate to the south of the Heyshott 
Down reserve have been widened this year and this should benefit this 
attractive butterfly and lead to increased sightings on the adjoining Trust 
reserves. The Dark Green Fritillary on the other hand favours open 
grassland, particularly calcareous soils, and its presence is a good indicator 
of the health of grassland across the South Downs. It is a fast flying 
butterfly, large with attractive orange-brown upper wings, but with a 
greenish hue to the under wings which gives it its name. We are pleased to 
report that it has been recorded this year on both the Devil's Jumps and 
Heyshott Down reserves.

Meanwhile, the violet populations on Heyshott Escarpment continue to 
thrive. Violets are the food source for the larvae not only of the Dark Green 
Fritillary but also the increasingly rare Pearl-bordered Fritillary. We are not 
aware of any sightings of Pearl-bordered Fritillary on Trust reserves in 2016 
or 2017, but there was a sighting on Heyshott Escarpment in 2015. The 
trustees continue to take advice from Butterfly Conservation on the best 
management of the reserve with a view to maximising the possibility of the 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary colonising the scarp, and for the Trust reserves to 
be an important staging post linking isolated populations.

The Trustees have passed on their warmest congratulations to Neil Hulme of 
Butterfly Conservation for his well deserved award of a British Empire 
Medal in the Queen's Birthday Honours list for his work, not least on 
Heyshott Escarpment reserve, in saving the Duke of Burgundy butterfly 
from extinction in Sussex. One can only speculate what recognition would 
be appropriate if one day the gorgeous Pearl-bordered Fritillary were to 
thrive alongside our wonderful Dukes.
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Heyshott Work Parties 2016-2017          Mike Hadley

It was a very successful season of work, all by volunteers, despite losing a 
few Wednesdays to the weather when frosty or wet conditions made it 
slippery under foot. Most of the scrub clearance is being carried out on the 
steep slopes of the escarpment with conditions sometimes making it too 
dangerous to work with brush-cutters.

We are indebted to all the volunteers in our own group and to those Butterfly 
Conservation members who slave with us to keep the invasive scrub at bay. 

Much has been achieved but it is a never ending job and we are always in 
need of more help, so anyone with Wednesday mornings free will be 
welcomed. Tools are provided. This is work which keeps us fit and it is 
much cheaper than the gym! The results are really worthwhile. We also owe 
many thanks to the Chichester Conservation Volunteers who gave us several 
Sundays of hard work through the season, clearing and burning.

A brush-cutter course arranged by Butterfly Conservation through Neil 
Hulme increased the number of our trained cutters and we thank and 
congratulate him, Paul Day and Nick Sherwin on their new skills.
We start the new season on Wednesday 20th September. If you would like to 
join us ring either John Murray (01730 812325) or me (01730 812917) to 
find out the venue for the morning. We would love to see you.
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TREASURER’S REPORT         Claire Norwood

I am pleased to report on the financial statements of the Murray Downland 
Trust for the year ended 31 March 2017.

The Trust continues to maintain a stable financial position, with assets at 31 
March 2017 of £278,887, the majority of which are invested to provide the 
necessary annual income for the trust to undertake important conservation 
work on the reserves. With low rates of return and an uncertain financial 
climate it was decided that this level of investments should be retained for 
the foreseeable future.

In the year 35% of the income was derived from investments, 45% from 
grants and the remainder from subscriptions and donations. There was a 
surplus this year of £9,502 and the investments increased in value by 
£16,544 giving an overall increase in value of £26,046, compared with a 
deficit last year of £3,272.

The accounts were reviewed by Alain Mardle of Goodale Mardle, Chartered 
Accountants of Midhurst and we are grateful to them for not charging a fee 
for this review.
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The Trustees present their report and accounts for the year ended 31 March 2017. 

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the accounts 
and comply with the  trust' s governing document, the  Companies Act 2006 and “Accounting and Reporting by 
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance 
with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 
January 2015)” 

Objectives and activities 
See Chairman's Report and reserve reports. 

The Trustees have paid due regard to guidance issued by the Charity Commission in deciding what activities 
the company should undertake. 

Achievements and performance 
See reserve reports. 

Financial review 
See Treasurer's Report. 

It is the policy of the company that unrestricted funds which have not been designated for a specific use 
should be maintained at a level equivalent to between  six  and  twelve  month’s expenditure. The Trustees 
considers that reserves at this level will ensure that, in the event of a significant drop in funding, they will be 
able to continue the company’s current activities while consideration is given to ways in which additional funds 
may be raised. This level of reserves has been maintained throughout the year. 

The  directors have  assessed the major risks to which the company is exposed, and are satisfied that systems 
are in place to mitigate exposure to the major risks. 

Structure, governance and management 
The  trust is a  company limited by guarantee  (no. 2873432) incorporated on 19 November 1993 and is a 
registered charity (no. 1040076). The trust's objects are the preservation, protection, development and 
improvement of land of specific interest or natural beauty. The trust achieves its objects with the help of 
volunteers and paid contractors as necessary. 

The Trustees, who are also the directors for the purpose of company law, and who served during the year 
were: 
G  Ryan QC MA 
S  Ward FRICS 
Claire Norwood BSc FCA CTA 
J  Murray CDA CDFM 
M  Edwards BSc FRES 
N  Sherwin MA LLM Solicitor 
M  Hadley 
R  Windle FRICS FAAV (Appointed 19 October 2016) 

None of the Trustees has any beneficial interest in the company. All of the Trustees are members of the 
company and guarantee to contribute £1 in the event of a winding up. 

The charity is administered by a board of 8 directors/trustees who meet approximately 8 times a year including 
governance meetings and site visits. Under the Memorandum and Articles of Association, the charity has the 
power to make any investments which the trustees see fit. 
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The Trustees'  r eport was approved by the Board of Trustees. 

J Murray CDA CDFM 
Trustee 
Dated: 10 July 2017 
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I report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 31 March 2017, which are set out on pages 4 to 
13. 

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and examiner 
The company’s Trustees, who are also the directors of The Murray Downland Trust for the purposes of 
company law, are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The Trustees consider that an audit is not 
required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent 
examination is needed. 

Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible for 
independent examination, it is my responsibility to: 
(i) examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 
(ii) to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under 

section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and 
(iii) to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner's report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission. 
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in 
the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures 
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is 
given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out 
in the next statement. 

Independent examiner's statement 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
(a) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

(i) to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006; and 
(ii) to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting 

requirements of section 396 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of the 
Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities; 

have not been met or 
(b) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 

accounts to be reached. 

Alain Mardle FCA 

Chartered Accountant 
Greens Court 
West Street 
Midhurst 
West Sussex 
GU29 9NQ 

Dated: 29 September 2017 
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Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 
funds funds 2017 2016 

Notes £ £ £ £ 
Income from: 
Donations and legacies 3 6,761 - 6,761 9,099 
Charitable activities 4 10,947 - 10,947 10,615 
Investments 5 9,888 - 9,888 10,701 

Total income 27,596 - 27,596 30,415 

Expenditure on: 

Charitable activities 6 18,094 - 18,094 21,529 

Total resources expended 18,094 - 18,094 21,529 

Net losses/(gains) on investments 10 16,544 - 16,544 (12,158) 

Net movement in funds 26,046 - 26,046 (3,272) 

Fund balances at 1 April 2016 245,841 7,000 252,841 256,113 

Fund balances at 31 March 2017 271,887 7,000 278,887 252,841 

The statement of financial activities also complies with the requirements for an income and expenditure 
account under the Companies Act 2006. 
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2017 2016 
Notes £ £ £ £ 

Fixed assets 
Tangible assets 11 23 27 
Investments 12 241,805 225,260 

241,828 225,287 

Current assets 
Debtors 14 1,846 5,001 
Cash at bank and in hand 44,876 23,756 

46,722 28,757 
Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year 

15 
(9,663) (1,203) 

Net current assets 37,059 27,554 

Total assets less current liabilities 278,887 252,841 

Income funds 
Restricted funds 7,000 7,000 
Unrestricted funds 
General unrestricted funds 250,873 212,669 
Revaluation reserve 21,014 33,172 

271,887 245,841 

278,887 252,841 
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The company is entitled to the exemption from the audit requirement contained in section 477 of the Companies 
Act 2006, for the year ended 31 March 2017. No member of the company has deposited a notice, pursuant to 
section 476, requiring an audit of these accounts. 

The Trustees' responsibilities for ensuring that the  charity  keeps accounting records which comply with section 
386 of the Act and for preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company as 
at the end of the financial year and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income 
and expenditure, for the financial year in accordance with the requirements of sections 394 and 395 and which 
otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to accounts, so far as applicable to 
the company. 

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject to the 
small companies' regime. 

The financial statements were approved by the board of directors and authorised for issue on 10 July 2017 and 
are signed on its behalf by: 

Claire Norwood BSc FCA CTA J  Murray CDA CDFM 
Trustee Trustee 

Company Registration No. 2873432 
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1 Accounting policies 

Company information 
The Murray Downland Trust is a private company limited by guarantee incorporated in England and Wales. 
The registered office is Piper House, 4 Dukes Court, Bognor Road, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 8FX. 

1.1 Accounting convention 
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the company's governing document,  the 
Companies Act 2006 and “Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)” (as amended for accounting periods commencing 
from 1 January 2016). The company is a Public Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102. 

The company has taken advantage of the provisions in the SORP for charities applying FRS 102 Update 
Bulletin 1 not to prepare a Statement of Cash Flows. 

The accounts have departed from the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the 
extent required to provide a true and fair view. This departure has involved following the Statement of 
Recommended Practice for charities applying FRS 102 rather than the version of the Statement of 
Recommended Practice which is referred to in the Regulations but which has since been withdrawn. 

The accounts are prepared in  sterling , which is the functional currency of the company.  Monetary a mounts 
 in these financial statements are  rounded to the nearest £. 

The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention, modified to include the revaluation 
of freehold properties and to include investment properties and certain financial instruments at fair value. 
The principal accounting policies adopted are set out below. 

1.2 Going concern 
At the time of approving the accounts, the Trustees have a reasonable expectation that the company has 
adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. Thus the Trustees 
 continue  to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the accounts. 

1.3 Charitable funds 
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in furtherance of their charitable 
objectives unless the funds have been designated for other purposes. 

Restricted funds are subject to specific conditions by donors as to how they may be used. The purposes 
and uses of the restricted funds are set out in the notes to the accounts. 

Endowment funds are subject to specific conditions by donors that the capital must be maintained by the 
company. 

1.4 Incoming resources 
Income is recognised when the company is legally entitled to it after any performance conditions have 
been met, the amounts can be measured reliably, and it is probable that income will be received. 

Cash donations are recognised on receipt. Other donations are recognised once the company has been 
notified of the donation, unless performance conditions require deferral of the amount. Income tax 
recoverable in relation to donations received under Gift Aid or deeds of covenant is recognised at the time 
of the donation. 

Legacies are recognised on receipt or otherwise if the company has been notified of an impending 
distribution, the amount is known, and receipt is expected. If the amount is not known, the legacy is treated 
as a contingent asset. 
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1.5 Resources expended 
Liabilities are recognised on an accruals basis. 

Charitable e xpenditure  includes those expenses directly related to charitable activities and includes related 
support costs. 

1.6 Tangible fixed assets 
Tangible fixed assets  are initially measured at cost and subsequently measured at cost or valuation, net of 
depreciation and any impairment losses. 

Depreciation is recognised so as to write off the cost or valuation of assets less their residual values over 
their useful lives on the following bases: 

Fencing 10% Straight line 
Equipment 25% Reducing balance 

The gain or loss arising on the disposal of an asset is determined as the difference between the sale 
proceeds and the carrying value of the asset, and is recognised in  net income/(expenditure) for the year. 

1.7 Fixed asset investments 
Fixed asset investments  are initially measured at transaction price excluding transaction costs, and are 
subsequently measured at fair value at each reporting date.  Changes in fair value are recognised in  net 
income/(expenditure) for the year . Transaction costs are expensed as incurred. 

1.8 Impairment of fixed assets 
At each reporting end date, the company reviews the carrying amounts of its tangible and intangible assets 
to determine whether there is any indication that those assets have suffered an impairment loss. If any 
such indication exists, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated in order to determine the extent of 
the impairment loss (if any ) . 

Recoverable amount is the higher of fair value less costs to sell and value in use. In assessing value in 
use, the estimated future cash flows are discounted to their present value using a pre-tax discount rate that 
reflects current market assessments of the time value of money and the risks specific to the asset for 
which the estimates of future cash flows have not been adjusted. 

If the recoverable amount of an asset is estimated to be less than its carrying amount, the carrying amount 
of the asset is reduced to its recoverable amount. An impairment loss is recognised immediately in  income/
(expenditure) for the year , unless the relevant asset is carried at a revalued amount, in which case the 
impairment loss is treated as a revaluation decrease. 

Recognised impairment losses are reversed if, and only if, the reasons for the impairment loss have 
ceased to apply. Where an impairment loss subsequently reverses, the carrying amount of the asset is 
increased to the revised estimate of its recoverable amount, but so that the increased carrying amount 
does not exceed the carrying amount that would have been determined had no impairment loss been 
recognised for the asset  in  prior years. A reversal of an impairment loss is recognised immediately, unless 
the relevant asset is carried in at a revalued amount, in which case the reversal of the impairment loss is 
treated as a revaluation increase. 
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1.9 Cash and cash equivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks, other short-term liquid 
investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are 
shown within borrowings in current liabilities. 

1.10 Financial instruments 
The company has elected to apply the provisions of Section 11 ‘Basic Financial Instruments’ and Section 
12 ‘Other Financial Instruments Issues’ of FRS 102 to all of its financial instruments.  

Financial instruments are recognised in the company's  balance sheet  when the company becomes party to 
the contractual provisions of the instrument. 

Financial assets and liabilities are offset, with the net amounts presented in the financial statements, when 
there is a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle on a 
net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously. 

Basic financial assets 
Basic financial assets, which include debtors and cash and bank balances, are initially measured at 
transaction price including transaction costs and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the 
effective interest method unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the transaction 
is measured at the present value of the future receipts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial 
assets classified as receivable within one year are not amortised. 

Basic financial liabilities 
Basic financial liabilities, including creditors  and  bank loans are initially recognised at transaction price 
unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the debt instrument is measured at the 
present value of the future p aymen ts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial liabilities classified 
as payable within one year are not amortised. 

Debt instruments are subsequently carried at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate method. 

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course 
of  operations  from suppliers. Amounts payable are classified as current liabilities if payment is due within 
one year or less. If not, they are presented as non-current liabilities. Trade creditors are recognised initially 
at transaction price and subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method. 

Derecognition of financial liabilities 
Financial liabilities are derecognised when the company’s contractual obligations expire or are discharged 
or cancelled. 

2 Critical accounting estimates and judgements 

In the application of the company’s accounting policies, the Trustees are required to make judgements, 
estimates and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent 
from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and 
other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates. 

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting 
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that 
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and future 
periods. 
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3 Donations and legacies 

2017 2016 

£ £ 

Donations and gifts 4,804 2,422 
Legacies receivable - 5,000 
Membership fees 1,957 1,677 

6,761 9,099 

4 Charitable activities 

2017 2016 
£ £ 

Performance related grants 10,947 10,615 

5 Investments 

2017 2016 

£ £ 

Income from listed investments 9,888 10,701 

6 Charitable activities 

Nature 
reserve care 

Support 
costs 

Sundry 
expenditure 

Total 
2017 

Total 
2016 

£ £ £ £ £ 

Depreciation and impairment 4 - - 4 6 
Operating costs 16,722 752 - 17,474 21,129 
Other expenditure - - 616 616 394 

16,726 752 616 18,094 21,529 

16,726 752 616 18,094 21,529 
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7 Description of charitable activities 

Conservation of chalk grassland 
Upkeep of nature reserves 

8 Trustees 

None of the  Trustees (or any persons connected with them) received any remuneration or benefits from the 
company during the year , but 3 (2016: 4) of them were reimbursed a total of £528.76 (2016: £1,056.97) for 
postage, printing, stationery and sundries. 

9 Employees 

There were no employees during the year. 

10 Net (losses)/gains on investments 

2017 2016 

£ £ 

Revaluation of investments 16,544 (12,158) 

11 Tangible fixed assets 
Fencing Equipment Total 

£ £ £ 
Cost 
At 1 April 2016 27,142 2,316 29,458 

At 31 March 2017 27,142 2,316 29,458 

Depreciation and impairment 
At 1 April 2016 27,132 2,299 29,431 
Depreciation charged in the year - 4 4 

At 31 March 2017 27,132 2,303 29,435 

Carrying amount 
At 31 March 2017 10 13 23 

At 31 March 2016 10 17 27 
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12 Fixed asset investments 

Listed 
investments 

£ 
Cost or valuation 
At 31 March 2016 225,260 
Valuation changes 16,545 

At 31 March 2017 241,805 

Carrying amount 
At 31 March 2017 241,805 

At 31 March 2016 225,260 

Investments exceeding 5% of the total market value 

79,670.76 M&G Charibond Charities Income   £103,229.41  (2016 £100,241.75) 
8382.92    M&G Charifund Equities  £130,703.99 (2016 £118,628.00) 

Fixed asset investments revalued 
The historic cost of the investments is £202,734 (2016 - £202,734). 

13 Financial instruments 2017 2016 
£ £ 

Carrying amount of financial assets 
Debt instruments measured at amortised cost 1,846 5,001 
Equity instruments measured at cost less impairment 241,805 225,260 

Carrying amount of financial liabilities 
Measured at amortised cost 9,663 1,203 

14 Debtors 
2017 2016 

Amounts falling due within one year: £ £ 

Other debtors 1,846 5,001 

15 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 
2017 2016 

£ £ 

Other creditors 9,663 1,203 
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16 Analysis of net assets between funds 
Unrestricted Restricted Total 

£ £ £ 
Fund balances at 31 March 2017 are represented by: 
Tangible assets 23 - 23 
Investments 234,805 7,000 241,805 
Current assets/(liabilities) 37,153 - 37,059 

271,981 7,000 278,887 



MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST

MINUTES OF THE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016

The Twenty-second Annual General Meeting of the members of the Murray 
Downland Trust was held on Wednesday, 19 October 2016 at 6.45pm at the 
Cobden Hall, Heyshott, West Sussex. All the trustees and about 15 other 
members were in attendance.

1 Apologies: Ms. B. N. Murray and Dr J. Izatt.

2 Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the previous AGM held on 21st 
October 2015 was proposed by Ms. S. Edwards, seconded by Ms. S. 
Ryan and carried unanimously. 

3 Annual Report:  Approval of the Directors’ and Trustees’ Annual 
Report was proposed by Ms. S. Edwards and seconded by Ms. N. 
Barnett.  The Treasurer drew attention to an error in the printed 
accounts where figures for the previous year had not been updated, and
circulated corrected copies. The proposal was then carried 
unanimously.

4 Re-appointment of Trustee:  The re-appointment of Mr. Nicholas 
Sherwin as a trustee retiring by rotation and willing to stand for a 
further term was proposed by Mr. M. Edwards, seconded by Mr. S. 
Ward and carried unanimously.

5 Appointment of new Trustee: The appointment of Mr. Robert Windle 
as a trustee was proposed by Mr. G. Ryan, seconded by the Chairman 
and carried unanimously.

6 Other business: The Chairman stated that he had received no notice of 
other business and accordingly declared the meeting closed at 6.55pm. 



MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017

The Twenty-third Annual General Meeting of members of the Murray 
Downland Trust will be held on Wednesday 18th October 2017 at 6.45pm at 
the Cobden Hall, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DJ (opposite the church 
across the grass)

AGENDA
1 Apologies for absence.

2 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 19th October 2016 to 
be approved.

 
3 Chairman’s Report.

4 Treasurer’s Report.

5 Re-appointment of Directors and Trustees.

Article 29 of the Trust’s Articles of Association requires a number of 
trustees nearest to one third of their total number to retire each year. 
Article 30 identifies the retiring Trustees as those who have been 
longest in office since their last appointment. Accordingly, Mr. Michael
Edwards, Mrs. Claire Norwood and Mr. John Murray are retiring as 
trustees and, being eligible, are willing to stand for re-appointment.

6 To consider any other business of which notice has been given to the 
Chairman.

After the AGM members of the public are invited to join members of the 
Trust for light refreshments at about 7pm followed by an illustrated talk at 
7.30pm to be given by Paul Stevens who will be reporting on the outcome of 
his survey of birds on the Heyshott Reserves during 2017.


