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Some like it 
hot....

Graeme Lyons of the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust has been looking 

for the insects of the Murray 
Downland Trust Reserves.

October 19th, 19.00, 
Cobden Hall, HEYSHOTT 

(opposite the church)

 -What did he find and why are 
they there? Come and join us.
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THE OBJECTS OF THE TRUST

The objects are set out in Clause 3 of the Trust’s Memorandum 
of Association as being:

‘for the public benefit, the preservation, protection, 
development and improvement of areas of land of botanical, 
zoological, ecological, archaeological, historical or landscape 
interest or beauty, by the acquisition by gift, purchase, or 
lease or management by arrangement of downland, grassland, 
fenland, woodland, agricultural land, common land and any 
other land whatsoever.’

RESERVES

The Directors have set out their short- and medium-term 
objectives as managing small areas of chalk downland 
in Sussex and Hampshire, and so establishing a group or 
‘chain’ of reserves. The five reserves under management are 
at Buriton Down (Hampshire); Under Beacon, The Devil’s 
Jumps, Heyshott Down and Heyshott Escarpment (West 
Sussex). The Heyshott sites comprise part of a designated Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The Heyshott Down and 
Devil’s Jumps sites contain Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
(SAM). All the reserves are within the South Downs National 
Park.
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INTRODUCTION

As last year the formal Annual Report follows a newsletter giving 
information about the happenings on the Reserves for the period 
September 2015 to August 2016. I am grateful to Nick Sherwin for his 
contribution to this issue and will be very grateful to any member who 
feels moved to contribute to the 2017 Newsletter. 

Please send items to me, Mike Edwards, Lea-side, Carron Lane, 
Midhurst GU29 9LB, or e-mail: ammophila@macace.net

Contributions can be on paper or electronic.
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The Tree Pipits of Heyshott

Heyshott escarpment can be a rewarding place from which to look for
migrant birds, particularly on their Autumn passage. The scarp offers
comfortable perches for humans to watch the well defined woodland 
edge on the eastern side of the reserve where, on a clear dawn or dusk, a
procession can be watched. It offers an opportunity to distinguish 
returning chiffchaffs and willow warblers by sight, with the juvenile 
willow warblers in particular showing a yellowish hue. 

But there is one, increasingly rare, migrant bird which appears to be 
taking an increasing liking to our Heyshott reserves. This is the tree 
pipit. Tree pipits are estimated to have declined by 71% in the UK since 
1970. Declines in Sussex are thought to have been even higher than this, 
with only two major population centres left, one here in the West Sussex
Downs and Weald, and the other in the Ashdown forest. There may be
fewer than 100 breeding pairs left in Sussex. So a thriving local 
population in Heyshott may be of great significance.

Tree pipits are archetypal ‘little brown jobs’, somewhat smaller than a
skylark, but with beautiful streaking if seen closely. Distinguishing them 
by sight from our resident meadow pipits, the classic bird of British 
moorland, is by no means straightforward. Like meadow pipits they are 
ground feeders and ground nesters. But their behaviour and song put 
tree pipits in a different league from their family members.

For our tree pipits cannot be mistaken when they rise in song and
parachute back down to their perches on a branch or in a bush. At first
one might be fooled into thinking that a skylark has mistaken his correct
environment, until one realises that the flight is not so high as to lose 
sight of the bird and the return is indeed to a tree branch or bush. And 
then there is the song itself, with fast trills but usually ending in a loud 
descending three note blast, perhaps the easiest way to pick up the bird 
before its flight is seen.
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The MDT is optimistic that its current management practices will 
support a thriving tree pipit population provided they survive their 
perilous migration and their winter habitat requirements continue to be 
met. 

The preservation of our wonderful migrant songbirds requires an 
international effort as well as the local management techniques to assist 
them when they make the UK their summer home. Here our Heyshott 
reserves provide woodland edge and specimen trees from which the 
birds can display and sing, with ready access to grassland and low scrub 
in which the birds can forage for their insect prey and nest. 

Our cattle grazing provides uneven grass and scrub, as beneficial we 
believe to our tree pipits as it is to our Duke of Burgundy Butterfly 
population in comparison to the close cropping which sheep grazing 
would produce, whilst our winter work parties carefully ensure that 
patches of low scrub are retained to offer concealment to our tree pipits 
as well as display opportunities for our Dukes. Meanwhile, our pipits’ 
displays offer a charming extra pleasure to those out recording Duke of 
Burgundy populations in late May.

Nick Sherwin.
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But You Can Have Too Much Scrub - In the Wrong Place!

Nick makes a case for scrub on our Reserves, however, as he notes, we 
also work very hard to reduce the scrub representation. Left alone the 
Reserves would first disappear under a haze of small trees and Bramble, 
to be eventually replaced by young woodland. Our winter work parties 
do sterling work cutting down and burning seemingly never-ending 
areas of the stuff - especially if you look back at a cleared area several 
years afterwards.

However, this cut and re-grow cycle is, in part, what we would like to 
have for species such as Tree Pipit and Duke of Burgundy, where it is 
the young scrub with open patches of grassland between which is the 
aim, not unbroken stretches of scrub. In part, at least, this is because 
such a patchwork creates warm microclimates between the low growth, 
especially shelter from the wind. It also ensures that insects which eat 
the leaves of the scrub have a supply of young, tender shoots to browse 
on - these insects may themsleves become the food for the Tree Pipits...

BUT sometimes there is just too much of the stuff and we need to 
develop ways of clearing a proportion more thoroughly. Calling in 
machinery to help here is something we are developing with our 
contractor, RHD Contractors. Whilst our own strimmers, fitted with 
3-bladed brushknives, make short work of above-ground stems, getting 
the blade low down enough to remove the base of the scrub is not 
efficient - and it destroys blades as they bite into the chalk. 

Reuben has adapted our Trackmaster pedestrian mower to help here. 
Instead of a reciprocating blade - which was always breaking - he found 
a small flail. This chews up bramble and small stems very efficiently, but 
does have a tendency to buck and jump. To counter this he has fitted 
extra weights to the top of the flail mounting and an extra pair of wheels 
- the tyres of which are filled with water. Being considerably heavier 
this now stays where we want it and we can adjust the height to what we 
want, knowing it will do just that. 



September 2016 Newsletter and 22nd Annual Report of The Murray Downland Trust  / 8

We experimented with several different areas of bramble and dense 
scrub which were resisting our volunteers’ efforts at control, setting 
the blades so that they just scuffed the surface of the soil, taking off 
the scrub, but not acting as a rotovator. The re-growth of non-scrub 
plants, including orchids which had been released from the dominance 
of the scrub, was very satisfying. It is unlikely that a single treatment 
will suffice long term, but we do at least have another weapon in our 
armoury.

It is a rather heavy piece of equipment and most of the work needs to be 
done by someone rather younger than most of our volunteers!

Sometimes we want to remove scrub completely, this can be done by 
cutting a bush down and then painting the stump with a herbicide, but 
where the ground is flat it is sometimes better to pull the bush out using 
an adapted pair of pincers mounted on a small digger, again developed 
by Reuben. This is remarkably fast, quicker than cutting and painting 

Our adapted pedestrian flail makes short work of bramble scrub.
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The extra pincer grip and pull provided by a small digger makes short 
work of small birch trees at the Devil’s Jumps.

even. Doing this creates small areas of bare ground which may offer 
new places for plants to germinate, or places for insects which like the 
warmth, such as mining bees. Following some trial works during the 
winter of 2015/6 Graeme Lyons and myself found hundreds of small 
mining bees using the patches of bare ground to nest in throughout our 
survey in 2016. 

These included the very rare mining bee Andrena marginata, which only 
collects pollen from Scabious flowers with which to provision its nest. 
In the past I have seen this bee in several places in the Harting/Treyford 
area, but, despite several searches at the right time of year, not for the 
past two years or more. Imagine our delight on arriving at the Devil’s 
Jumps in early August, one of the first bees we found - flying into its nest 
in one of the bare patches - was this! Double value indeed for removal 
of a patch of scrub. A photo of the bee, taken at the Devil’s Jumps is part 
of the poster for Graeme’s talk on the 19th October at the Cobden Hall, 
Heyshott; see the front of this Newsletter.
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Clearing small birch trees at the Devil’s Jumps.
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TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL 
REPORT

For the year ending 31st March 2016
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MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the Trust is open to everyone who wants the 
satisfaction of making a personal contribution towards the preservation 
of these small but vital areas of traditional downland which are rich 
in plants and animals, but which are under the relentless threat of 
extinction. Sponsorship of particular sites or species would also be 
welcome, if feasible, and there is always practical work to be done in 
the countryside for members who wish to be more closely involved. No 
special knowledge is required.

Members will be kept informed of the Trust’s acquisitions, 
programmes and progress on a regular basis. Except when conservation 
needs require an area to remain temporarily undisturbed, access to the 
Trust’s sites will be available at all times. Where land managed by the 
Trust remains in private hands, the Trust encourages owners to allow 
public access, if it is reasonable to do so.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Individual member     £ 30
Family membership     £ 47.50
(please identify all those included)
Life membership, aged under 65   £ 600
Life membership, aged 65 and over  £ 300

Subscriptions are collected at two points in the year: on 31st    
March and 30th September. 

Where a member joins between these dates their subscription 
renewal date is the subscription date which follows the anniversary of 
their joining. Membership applications should be sent to: Membership 
Secretary, c/o Upper Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DL, 
cheques made payable to The Murray Downland Trust.



September 2016 Newsletter and 22nd Annual Report of The Murray Downland Trust  / 13

DATA PROTECTION ACT

The Membership Secretary keeps contact and membership details 
of members on a database on their computer. This information is held 
solely for Murray Downland Trust purposes, and is not divulged to any 
other organisations or individuals. Any member who has any concerns 
about these arrangements should write to the Membership Secretary, c/o 
Upper Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DL.

DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES

The directors and trustees who held office during the period of this Report were:

Gerard Charles Ryan Bayleaves, Bepton, Midhurst, West Sussex,
 GU29 9RB. (Retired Barrister)

Simon Charles Ward Rogate Cross Cottage, Rogate, Petersfield, Hants,    
 GU31 5HN. (Chartered Surveyor)

Claire Norwood 6 Pains Road, Southsea, Hampshire, PO5 1HE.
 (Chartered Accountant)

John Girdlestone Murray Upper Cranmore, Heyshott, West Sussex, 
 GU29 0DL. (Retired Director)

Michael Edwards Lea-side, Carron Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex,
 GU29 9LB. (Ecologist)

Nicholas Sherwin Heyshott Farmhouse, Leggs Lane, Heyshott, 
 Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 0DJ. (Solicitor)

Michael Hadley 13 Austens, Heyshott, West Sussex GU29 0DW.    
 (Retired Mechanic) (Appointed Oct. 23rd 2014)
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Mr N. Sherwin was appointed at the Annual General Meeting held on 24th October, 
2012.

Mr Michael Edwards and Mrs Claire Norwood were re-appointed at the Annual 
General Meeting held on 23rd October 2013.

Mr John Murray and Mr Simon Ward were re-appointed at the Annual General
Meeting held on 23rd October 2014.

Mr Gerard Ryan was re-appointed at the Annual General Meeting held on 21st 
October 2015. 

Company Secretary and Treasurer
Mrs Claire Norwood  6 Pains Road, Southsea, Hampshire, PO5 1HE.
 (Chartered Accountant)

Professional advisers

During the year, the Trust benefited from the knowledge and professional advice of the
following specialist:

Mr Mark Taylor MA MIFA Archaeology

Honorary Solicitor
Mr Martin Asscher  Messrs. Johnson and Clarence,
 Market Place, Midhurst, West Sussex,
 GU29 9NW.

Reporting Accountant
Goodale Mardle, Chartered Accountants, Greens Court, West Street, Midhurst,
West Sussex, GU29 9NQ, have kindly agreed to act as Reporting Accountant in relation
to the Trust’s financial affairs.

Bankers
Lloyds TSB Bank plc  5 The Square, Petersfield, Hampshire,
 GU32 3HL.

Annual Report / Newsletter Editor
Mike Edwards Lea-side, Carron Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex, 
 GU29 9LB.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT   John Murray

This year has seen a consolidation of the five Reserves. No major 
expenditure has occurred during the year. Water has been laid on to 
the Heyshott grazing areas with water troughs available for the grazing 
programme to take place at the right time without the need for a water 
bowser. The effect of the cattle grazing has been remarkable particularly 
in the early spring and summer with the amazing display of orchids, 
cowslips and primroses in huge numbers. The numbers of Duke of 
Burgundy butterflies seen and counted were at record numbers.

The highlight of the year has been the results of the visitation to 
the Devil’s Jumps and the four areas of Heyshott Reserve by Graeme 
Lyons and Mike Edwards, over the summer, recording the wildlife and 
its ecology. This survey will be the subject of the Trust’s Annual General 
Meeting talk, showing how valuable each site is.

This has confirmed that the control of scrub is of vital importance 
to the habitat. Throughout the winter from October to the end of 
March, we have had regular volunteers every Wednesday working 
enthusiastically under the guidance of Mike Hadley to improve the 
habitat. We have also had the Chichester Volunteers working on five 
Sundays helping us to clear large areas. To all we are extremely grateful 
for their enthusiasm and hard work, helped by the advice and guidance  
of Butterfly Conservation’s Neil Hulme. Colin Knight’s blog – every week 
with photographs of the work parties - really reflects the activities of the 
morning’s work.

The Devil’s Jumps Reserve has continued to improve with heather 
re-generation progressing well, helped by the grazing cattle. One area 
of concern is the silver birch growth. Cutting the birch just doubles 
the growth vigour. We are now trying to pull the plant out root and all, 
which appears to be a successful, but slow, process. The orchid numbers 
on the barrows showed substantial increase this year.

Under Beacon Reserve continues to improve with the regime 
of grazing and cutting. At the present moment water is supplied by a 
bowser. We are investigating with the National Trust the laying on of 
a water supply from their land at Harting. The Trustees have agreed to 
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support the financing of this project as it will open up the possibility in 
the future of extending the area of the reserve. The availability of having 
our own water supply is essential to the continuation of the grazing by 
cattle which has been so beneficial to improving the habitat.

Buriton Reserve continues to cause considerable discussion as 
to the way forward because of its remoteness and the smallness of the 
site. The Trust has been unable to find a grazier with cattle to bring 
animals on site and we are dependent on the owner of the land to put 
his commercial flock of sheep on the area when grazing is required.  The 
Trust has, however, financed a new fence around part of the reserve.

The Trust is actively looking for suitable sites of chalk downland 
to manage. We were advised of a suitable site, which had become 
available to manage on a six year lease and did enter negotiations with 
the Cowdray Estate. Subsequently the Estate Management decided 
to include it in the tenancy agreement of the farm. This was a great 
disappointment but we were pleased that the Estate had recognised our 
management skills on our other reserves.

A summary of the last year’s activities has shown the Trust to be 
in good health. At the last Annual General Meeting, held in the Cobden 
Hall, Richard Williamson gave a very interesting talk on his bird records 
of Kingley Vale showing the pattern of rise and fall over the forty years 
he had been recording. It also included the bird calls made by his father’s 
pipes.

The major fund raising event was the plant sale held on the second 
Saturday in May at Costers Brook in Cocking in good weather. This was 
the fifth year that Mr and Mrs Philip Jackson had very kindly allowed 
us to hold it in their beautiful garden. The numbers attending were 
well up on previous years.  Mr Philip Jackson had displayed a number 
of his sculptures throughout the garden and led a very large party of 
visitors around the garden to explain the background to each sculpture 
displayed. The Trust very much appreciates the considerable time and 
planning that was put into this event by Mr and Mrs Jackson to make it 
so successful and we are very grateful for the considerable sum raised for 
the Trust funds.

The presentation of this report is due entirely to Mike Edwards. 
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We are very grateful for the amount of time and effort he puts in to 
produce this report. 

I would also like to pay a special tribute to our Treasurer, 
Claire Norwood, who has kept the financial affairs of the Trust in 
such excellent order throughout the year. Her financial expertise has 
unfailingly kept the Trust Directors informed and her advice has always 
been much appreciated by them.

It is a pleasure to be chairman of this Trust. We welcomed the 
appointment of Robert Windle as a Trustee. His expertise in land 
management and his knowledge of the local estates will be of great value 
in the years to come as the possibility of new reserves could present 
itself. 

I am also grateful for the enthusiasm and support of my fellow 
Trustees and Directors, Mike Edwards, Gerard Ryan, Nick Sherwin, 
Claire Norwood, Simon Ward and Mike Hadley over the past year. It  
has been a pleasure overseeing the progress that has been made. Each 
of the Trustees has made significant contributions to the success of the 
management plans being put in place during the last year. A Reserve 
site visit before each of the governance meetings in the summer has 
enhanced the knowledge to make the right management decisions for 
the future of the Trust.
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 TREASURER’S REPORT  Claire Norwood

I am pleased to report on the financial statements of the Murray 
Downland Trust for the year ended 31st March 2016.

The full statutory accounts show that the income for the year was 
£30,415  (£25,614 :2015) and expenditure totalled £21,529 (£18,861 
:2015). The investments decreased in value slightly during the year by 
£12,158, giving an overall decrease in funds for the year of £3,272. The 
breakdown of income and expenditure is shown on the Statement of 
Financial Activities on the next page and there is further detail in the 
supporting notes which are available from Claire Norwood at Jones 
avens, Piper house, 4 Dukes Court, Bognor Road, Chichester, West 
sussex, PO19 8FX. As usual the large majority of expenditure related 
to work on the reserves and administrative expenses were kept to a 
minimum.

    
The accounts were reviewed by Alain Mardle of Goodale Mardle 

Ltd., Chartered Accountants of Midhurst and we are grateful to them for 
not charging a fee for this review.
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THE MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
(LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2016

  Unrestricted  Restricted   Total   Total
  funds   funds   2016   2015
 Notes  £   £   £  £
Income from:
Donation and Legacies  3  9,099  -   9,099   3,574
Charitable Activities 4 10,615  -  10,615  11,713
Investments 5 10,701  -   10,701   10,354
  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

Total income  30,415  -   30,415   25,614  
  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

Expenditure on: 

Charitable activities 6 21,529  -  21,529  18,860
  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

Total resources expended   21,529  -  21,529   18,860   
  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

Net losses/(gains) on investments 10 12,158  -  12,158  (9,777) 
  _____  _____  _____  _____ 
 
Net movement in funds   (3,272)  -  (3272)  16,531
  

Fund balances at 1 April 2015  249,113  7,000  256,113  239,582
  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

Fund balances at 31 March 2016   245,841  7,000  252,841  256,113
  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

The statement of financial activites also complies with the requirements for an income and expenditure 
account under the Companies Act, 2006.
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MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
Minutes of the Twenty-first Annual General Meeting 

of members of the Murray Downland Trust 
held on Wednesday, 21st October 2015, 

commencing at 6.45p.m. 
at The Cobden Hall, Heyshott, West Sussex, GU29 0DJ.

Present: John Murray (Chair); Mike Edwards (Secretary);  
   Gerard Ryan; Mike Hadley; Simon Ward.

 1.  Apologies were received from: 
  Claire Norwood; Ann Williamson; Barbara Murray.

2.  The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 23rd  
  October, 2014 were agreed:
  Proposed: Sue Edwards  Seconded: Sheila Ryan

3.   The Directors’ and Trustees’ Annual Report was approved:
  Proposed: Nick Sherwin  Seconded: Sheila Ryan

  The Treasurer’s Report was approved:
  Proposed: Sue Edwards  Seconded: Nick Sherwin

  Mr Gerard Ryan was re-elected to the board:
  Proposed: Simon Ward  Seconded: Mike Hadley

4.  AOB: There was none.

 The meeting closed at 6.48p.m..

The formal business was followed by illustrated talk given by Mr Richard 
Williamson. He was looking back over 50 years’ experiences of  birds, 
butterflies and orchids and how they have responded to changes in the 
countryside. 
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MURRAY DOWNLAND TRUST
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016

The Twenty-second Annual General Meeting of members of the 
Murray Downland Trust will be held on Wednesday, 19th October 2016, 
commencing at 6.45p.m. at The Cobden Hall, Heyshott, GU29 0DJ 
(opposite the church, across the grass).

AGENDA

1.  To receive apologies for absence.
2.  To consider the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting  
 held on 21st October, 2015.
3.  To consider the following resolutions:
 i) Approval of the Directors’ and Trustees’ Annual Report.
 ii) Approval of the Treasurer’s Report.
 iii) Appointment of Directors and Trustees. Mr. Robert Windle has  
 been proposed as a Trustee. Proposed: Gerard Ryan, Seconded:  
 John Murray. 
 iv) Reappointment of Directors and Trustees. Mr N. Sherwin is  
 due to retire this year. He is prepared to stand for a further term  
 and has been duly nominated. Proposed: M. Edwards, Seconded: S.  
 Ward.
4.  To consider any other business of which due notice has been given  
 to the Chairman.

7.00 p.m.. The formal business will be followed by an interval with light 
refreshments for members of the public to join us for an illustrated 
talk given by Mr Graeme Lyons. He will be reporting on the outcome 
of an invertebrate survey undertaken with Mike Edwards during 2016. 
The survey looked at the Devil’s Jumps Reserve and the Heyshott 
Escarpment and Down Reserves. The talk will commence at 7.30 p.m.. 
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Little - The Conopid fly Thecophora atra on Common Daisy, found 
during the 2016 Invertebrate survey.
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And Large - The Syrphid fly Microdon devius on Ox-eye Dasisy, found 
during the 2016 Invertebrate survey.




